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F 3 art a PRs to | ka 1 
thou mayeſt read, but wilt nat reliſh the fol 
1 Experience: It lies out of thy road, anꝶt 
makes no part of thy enjoyments. It may ama 
but not inſtruc thee, raiſe a ſmile, ee diſguſt. 
or kindle thine anger. How ſhould it be others * 
wiſe ? The things of the Spirit of God are 
_ Foolithneſs: to —— natural man, and he treats 
e Gel. e ther. urls Ae. 
taug v r $ religion, 
or be profane; whether they preach, or hear 
the Word preached. 3 whether they 27 Gill the chairs 
of learned profeſſors, or are rail to the diſtine - 
tion of epiſcopal e e no differences _ 
What a man has rned he cannot under- Wh. 


and, and what he nnderſapds not, eſpeckally LE 
in Divine things, he deſpiſes. 1 mpious men f 


poliſhed or of fortune, om the godly, '$ 
ETA contempt thoſe of 'this dedorig i 
tion, who range in the orders of human 
below themſelves: - Thus the — al 
Athens called St. Paul A: er, ans 7 5 
 Gid he was mad. p — 


I * 
s 


Warm affection to God, love to Chil, comes... 6 


 fortable feelings, peace and joy in the Hol 
* are end ef a as en whaſi, <S 8 
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= this = 55 religi gion En Bible, aud of the” an- 
= - cients: But old religion, like old Almanacs, RO 
= is out of date with moſt; and it would be 0 
Aiͤtficult to find an account of a work of 
uxgpon the heart in one of our modern and! 5 
onable ſermons, as to * you "ma: in 
Heaven, * RY 4 . 
bene i is 4 d 8 amon 50 us as 
| well as a political one among our N. 5 
A Actols the water. The doctrines of the Goſpel 
are ſuperſeded by the morality taught in vn 12 
at at le da: to the Einar era | 


The troths, which great men tights and 
ched in the fixteenth and ſeventeenth; 

_ held in contempt by their | ſucceſſors: in 0 | 
" "eighteenth century. Sceptical ſentiments; cold 
4 indifference, and dreadful hereſies, re reproach the 
Pteſent times, in which truth is ſacrificed to 
error, conſcience to intereſt, integrity to hypo- 
| 2 and the old complaint verified, Truth is 
our "ſtreets, IIa. lix. 14 Rationality, | 
Ae Diana; i is the great goddeſs which fell down 
from Jupiter, and whoſoever worſhips not at 
Her ſhrine, is deemed a fool or a madman. But 
this deity is miſplaced, and uſurps an authority 
which the has no right to; there are limits which 
bound the human underſtanding beyond which 
it cannot go. The deep things of God it is 
not fitted gr-qualified to comprehend, and there- 
"fore attempts to ſtretch, beyond its tether, are- 

| repaid only with baffle, diſappointment, and 
155 . The light and oo” which” are given 
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om al 40 not in fure Me” wa 2 
ut exalt and refine them; do not debaſe reafo 
but regulate her pretenſions, and ſet her nde 
the croſs to leatn wiſdom. What cannot 


comprehended may be enjoyed according to 
degrees of e made, and 3 Y 


remove the doubts, and comfort t the ſouls of real! 
| believers, © The variety of apinjons' which ae 
{ent into the world act as 8 to aſſiſt the 
ſurrounding. evils. . It is almoſt a wonder = 
religion is not renounced altogether by 
common N who form the greateſt bul 
of the inhabitants of eyery country. TR Wo. 
cannot tell Who is right, or who is wrong 
they haye neither leiſure or capacity to 9 ; 
but they ſee and hear the bigotry and bitterneſs 
of ſome; and the vice and immorality of others, 
which have a ruinous effect upon multitudes. - 
They fee their prieſts both lewd and drunk, 
and greedily adopt their 9 and, without 
fear, follow their exam Such doctrines are 


the fruitful. ſources © lich morals, and the 


rotten offspring exhibit the portrait of their 
15 parents, all loathſome in the eyes of God - 
nd angels. There is a day of reckoning ap- 
pointed, when matters ſhall be ſettled between 
God and man; a day of judgment fixed; when 
all muſt appear, and truth ſhall thine triumph. 
ant in the folemn and A W of N 
N55 for eyer. ee ee 
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hat no apology ; there are preſidents ſuffici- 
* to e it. They obtrude einen 
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5 THE. PREFACE, 
upon our r fight, and urge AD they 


_ "ok, turn where we will. Sound. Expe- 


Hence is the: ſoul of reli the eyide 
85 . 8 
ap 


lication of the promiſes; it is 


=. delight in the w of God after the inward man, 
1 5 peace in the-conſcience, Chriſt in the heart, 


1 formation. of 


. rience 


© and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, It witneſſes our 
divorce from Moſes, and vr NH. to Jeſus, 
And the rich e joyments ariſin ng From th con- 
1 oy by. th 1 . 

Bible is a volume of grace; it ſhews ys 4 
communications of love and complacency from 
Heaven to earth. The Heavens and the earth 
| were. deſcribed under the figure of a huſband 
and his wife by the heathens, and the latter 
repreſented as receiving the foſtering dews — 4 

be fertilizing ſhowers from the former. 
dis a ſpiritual union between Heaven and _—_ 
- ſhadowed out by Jacob's ladder ; but verified in 
_ the. deſcent of 1 Son of God from Heaven, 


| groom, and as truly takes the Church for his 

Bride, and hercin is realized the dogmas of hi- 

loſophy, and the fictions of mythology, which 

tte poetic allegories of thoſe ſages contained. 
This [aaa ag ſets before us the Ex 
tarchs, of prophets, and of 

holy NN” z their joys, their ſorrows, their 

hopes, their fears, their doubts, their confidence, 


| 3 their falls, their recoveries and triumphs. - They 


are marks to direct, and ſtandards hy which we 
may meaſure ourſelves; for 55 _ >. 
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Immanuel, God wich us, who is the true Bride- == 


* .. 
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Tis re = 
* Fay Golpet we have the call, the graces 
the inſtructions, the miſipprehenfions, ' the = 
| efrors, unhelief and failings; we have the Hard? 
heartedneſs, reaſonings, doubts, backſlidings, 


and deſertions, __—_ with che and 
authority, e and force, conqueſt and vie 
tory, of the apoſtles, ſet before us. "Theſe, the - 


_ miraculous 12 of the Spirit excepted, wi | 
5 15 more or leſs, to the Experietice, and | 
. 42 clings of all che ehilren 1 


1 
| The epiſiles are x maſs of Experience 5 they. 
ny the ate of the primitive ie: oil | 
Beide us: EN ihe GE „ 

nſwererh to face, man homme 
Ta aunt 19, In them the believer's 
_ Fience is deſcribed, his portrait is drawn, his 
x 23 warfare, his ſtruggles, his ſout conflicts, 
teazing law in his members, are all deline- 
=P 23 1 gut the 
ling againſt fleſlr and a rit= 0 
wickednefs in high places, were E to - 
St. Paul and the Zr churches; the fiery" darts, 
helliſh, devices, wen cane of Nn is ger 
Wannen 5 | n 


cipalitics,, againſt powers; againſt 
1 the darkneſs of this world, a 


the prix 
The redemption of his ſoul; the 
fin, the juſtification of his perſon, | 
of "doptiDh an heir of God, and joint heir with - 
* unſ nana . and ſoul- nriching fel. 
I OY 


% F 


25 | fk TY 3 Pee „ 
The true Chriſti hes) dhe f a. 
ileges he is intitled to the enjoyment of. 
pardon” ef his 
the 


Sus PREFACK. | 3 


| hep with. the Father and his. Son "Tels 
0 He i is united to Chrift, and that union 
* i indifoluble ;. he beholds the light. of the 
knowledge. of the l of God. in the Perſon 
& 2 Beloved. He 18 pöiled for the World, 
and, raiſed, abc ve hs + 1 Nanie is Written in 
aer, and tl e W Ws. of his God 'are' mfcribed 
=_ MN his. heart. His Name 18 ſweeter than 
GE? poured. forth, and his Word to the 
Heavyen-born ſoul. more than his neceſſary” food. 
The Bible is therefore all his*own ; it is the 
g ahh of his F ather, and the tranſcript of his own 
3 Thus, whether in hght or obſcurity, in 
EF ' joy mY arrow, Peace or war, the Bible g gives him 
3 
lation, as his Lord and Saviour ſees is meet 
.B him... "Glory be to God hel recious ſpi- 
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Gigs Aae IN, 1 07 time e, colour, my 
e or religions, previous to FRIES 
| affect the truth here alſerted, 


ditract, or diſgrace religion, all who are made 
_ temples, * the Holy Ghoſt, who ſhare in the 


Ye * Were Grace of, God, 5 agree in 
theſe 


„ correction, encouragement, or con- 


\ Tal truths were 00. more. confined to che 1 1 


| Amongft : the uabappy, diviſions 1 ame, 1 


o 
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theſe. 3 this is — 
amongſt * 9 as rend re E i 
N | 


0 . 


The 1 Book: "ory fuck Expe- 
rience, that without it a man cannaet underſtand, 


IF or uſe rightly, thoſe parts of the Divine Servies.. | 


A few inſtances may be cited: This book calle 


" 


all the members,of the oftablithed religign - . 1 00 


ut not our truſt in any thin that we 
_ Called: 


for Sexageſima Sunday. Almi | 
' - God! who ſeeſt that we have no power of or. 


a 


ſelves to keep ourſelves, 


deſires; Collect for Eaſter- Day. 


1. We 
ſend to us thine: Hol 
Sunday after Aſcen 
have à right judgment in all things, and ever- 
mare ar: ts net nn . 22 78 


day Collect. 
4 . — after Tring " * Cleanſe 


the thoughts of our hearts by the inſpiration of 
thy Holy Spirit; Collect before the Commu- 
nion Service. 54 The remembrance of our fins 
is grievous, and the burden of them is intolera-' 
able; Confrſſion at Communion Service. We ary! 
a 9 5 this thy table, 0 

W merciful 


ſerablt . General confeſfſion. It .. 
plains, that we are ſqre let and hindered in 
running the race that is ſet before us: 4th Sunn 
I in Advent. Q Lord, God] who et 


a e an eee e eee, 2+ 
| — Lent. * Than doſt put into our 


ch thee "Sherry not comfortleſs, but 
Ghoſt to comfort us 7 
ian — „ Grant" us to 


4 ba — 
% 4 
* % 
- * 
1 - 


* 2 H * PRE PA 0 E. „ 
|  pneireiful: Lord l tniſtivg in our own n 
neſs, but in thy manifold and great mercirs “ 
Prayer, Communion Service. Theſe are but 4 
fewof the many inſtances that might be pro- 
duced, in l Chriſtian Experience is ex- 
preſſed; a heart is ſenſibly affected at 
the thought, EN, more at the fight; of perſons, 
either public or Private, running over ſuch 
ages without Experience, without know 
Vithout dare and, too often, without 
gency. This practice, ſo common, is no wad 
_ than a ſolemn mockery of God, and 2 


L n 2 N e 


10 the Afﬀeembly's Catechifm we Have. aman 
diere, theſe words: Effectual calling is the 
work of God's Spirit; whereby convincing uus 
8 dur ſin and miſery, enlightening our minds 
in the knowledge of Chriſt, and renewing our 
Wills, he Auch perſuade and enable us to em- 
brace Jeſus Chiif freely offered to us in the 
Selbe Again, * The benefits which do 
accompany or flow from juſtification; adoption, 
and ſanctifjcation in this life, are aſſurance of 
_ God's love, peace of conſcience, joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, increaſe of grace, and perſeverance therein 
unto the end. Theſe are precious truths, per- 
fectly ſcriptural, and ſand as public and glori- 
ous 3 far Gad, and the Spirit's work 
upon the hearts of men, againſt the deluge of 
errors hich threaten us on every ſide — 

es ſanctified become experimental truths ; 
7 there may be the doctrines of grace with- 


eilt grace, Hght!: in the 3 without 


2 140 t ; 


242 >. 


'Y 
n 
- 
. 


THE PREFACE. . int. 


life in abe ent and ſurms i in the head as Wel 
as an States 14 lea | L, . EM by N : 


7 128 n df? 
44 1 FEWER, 
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N Without Rapevidoce oulilie . ban be 
no more reſpectable than uſeful; The learned 
and eager purſuits of n RY times I 


e ande ee een IK 


Tbe road to e mental philoſoptiy Was 
opened and tee . by on 
From Experiments the properties and relations 
of bodies, and their actions upon tach other 

are found and proved: This appears from the 
5 of the Greek word, Ep as well 
as from facts. As ſcience advances! on this 
ſolid dafi, ſyſtem and theory are but little res. 
as wanting. ſufficient evidence to fix 
conviction, and firm ground to eſtabliſh certain 
concluſions. The improving ſtate of chymiſ- 


try, the ſucceſsful, cultivation of | meteorology; 


together with ſome other branches ot ſcience; | 
juſtify the truth of theſe. obſervations, and /ſhew; 
as men advance in knowledge, by means 
. rience; ſo they relinquiſh vague conjectures, 
| ng iy api e He 00 i 
Had not an experimental Were with 
Divine things been conſidered as of the laſt 
importance, the reader would not have been 
detained e- e ee 


uh —_ e e beg thy patience; has; wh 
a littie longer, to remark, that Cn _ . 7 


ne of Pc e 
1 : That 


CRE 
| 4 


. 4 
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merciful Lord truſting i in our o.]. ei 

 " nefs, but in thy manifold and great-mercies f 
„ Prayer, Communion Service. Theſe are but a 

few of the many inſtances that might be pro- 

duced; in which Chriſtian Experience is ex- - 

_ preſſed; a heart is ſenſibly affected at 

the thought, much more at the ſight, of perſons, 
either public or private, running over ſuch-paſ- 
{ages without Experience, without knowledge, 
5 without ſincerity, and, too often, without de- 
dency. This practice, ſo common, is no leſs; 
than-a ſolemn mockery of God, and enqugh-q 
makes way” indignation 2 „„ 
g „ Ty 
9 In the Afembly' s Catechiſm we e have, aman 
others, theſe words: Effectual calling is "ich 
work of God's Spirit; whereby convincing us 

f dur ſin and miſery, tp, Wale gh g 5 

is che knowledge - of Chriſt, and renewing our 

Wills, he 80 perſuade and enable us to em- 
brace Jeſus Obliſt freely offered to us in the 

Goſpel,” Again, :“ The benefits | which do 
accompany: or flow from juſtification, adoption, 
and ſanctifjcation in this life, are aſſurance of 
God's love, peace of conſcience, joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, increaſe of grace, and perſeverance therein 
unto the end;? Theſe are precious truths, per- 

. *#aly ſcriptural, and ſtand as public and. glori- 
dus — far Gad, and the Spirit's Work 
upon the hearts of men, againſt the deluge of 
errors hich: threaten us on every {ide} Doc 

trines ſanctified become experimental truths; 

but there may be the doctrines of grace with- 


wo my * in the . without 


iS TILL . TS 
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life in che heart, and ferm i in Hons head ai well. - 
as in the meren 3/1158 ee Ne 
| Withour 1 8 e 85 be 
no more reſpectable than uſeful; The learned 
and eager purſuits of the e times make 


this E a Rn eee 1 3 4 l A 21.5 4 


The road to experimenial philobpliy. was 
r 


8 and entered upon by Lord Bacon. 
From Experiments the properties and relations 


a and their actions upon tach other 


are found and proved: This appears from the 
ee of the Greek word/Eprupa as well 
as from facts: As ſcience advances on this 
ſolid baſis, ſyſtem and theory are but little res 
garded, as wanting ſufficient evidence to fin 
conviction, and firm ground to eſtabliſh certain 
concluſions. The improving ſtate of chymiſ- 
try, the ſucceſsful, cultivation of | meteorology; 
together with ſome other branches of ſcience; - 
Juſtify: the truth of theſe. obſervations, and-ſhew; 
as men advance in knowledge, by means a 
alen ſo they relinquiſh vague conjectures, 
1 names em as b e vain. 
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6 Had not an ee aig with 
Divine things been conſidered as of the laſt 
importance, the reader would not have been : 
detained e nn 5 repens 


1 muſt, havegvery hen = Ix Ar Abende fender) 
a littie longer, to ee 8 t from this an 5 
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5 . T HE: * R 1 Sage, 


hw Thax. litefary: de ee wk 


religi ry hr yrs J. that, however accom 
pliſhed in all o r reſpects a man may be, yet, 
e gffiatu Dei, the Bible wi bt a Lacled — 
te him he may be a founding braſs, or tink« 


ling cymbol, but never give u Certain 
* guide, "but wo tu prophet. : = b 105 


2. gte Peter Gay 70 men of as 
* were moved | by y the 180 Ghoſt,” 
Ordination Service 1 e eſtabliſſiment . 
the candidate to anſwer, whether he be moved 
him. This was che 
or bar af rejection, e 
was ſome Experien x 


Ver. 7 


ie e wth 43a 4 
9 eee eee 
which has no/exiſtcince, fn te plity Abe, hyper 
belote Goch and to incur hib ald wage 
©. n OH e eee ret 2; 
4 eee ed that diligence andum. 
duity, zeal and perſeverance, have diſtinguiſhed 
ſome learned perſons. of the preſent times upon 
religious ſubjects. Deep reſearches have been 


made, authentic ſoutoes of information Tur 
und traced, ts have been « collected, 


compared, and exatrinetl With much care, And 
IF perſons competent to that examination. 1 


Thie works of ſome „ 1 6 
N che RE of "theſe: religious echerpriſes” 
1 ; ® | But 


* 2 


rns rü = 


But it may be Aſted; with What view Were ele 2 
| n It ſeems, indeed, tobe de plot the 
face of the Bible, to alter the i jeſtic counte- 


nance ef Revelation, to caſhier the "Goſpel of 


Son of God, to cut him down to the tank of a 
creature, and by conſequence to draw à blank 
over the church of elder times, as well as of the 
preſent who believed, and do believe the Divi- 
nity of Chriſt; if theſe mens notions were true, 
it would follow, that holy confeſſors were tor- 
tured for muintaining a falſhood, and martyrs 

expired in the ame un dee d Tie; but _ 
the gloried in Jeſus as the living and true God? N 


2 
The religious ſyſtems of theſe men, the. Dei 
of, the Father, excepted, | have no:more-diyinity | 
in them. than there was in Rachel's gods, 
Gen. xxxi. 1 19. and from the brains of . 
als authors, as Diana from Jupiter, there ig 


Their learned Experience is therefore neither 
acceptable to God, or aſeful to man. It is ide 
letter without the Spirit, a body without a 
ſoul, error without — truth, as it is an Jeſus, 
#pg the work of men without the finger of God. 


Achiefobject i in vie w, in this publication, is the 
| weer of poor backſliders. Trufting that thete 
ſheets may fall into the hands of Tome fuch*wah- 
derers from their God, to you I ſay then, you 


its diſtinguiſhing' excellencies, to dethrone the 8 


4 much ſalvation in the one as in the other. 


have forſaken the untl of living waters, yon | +3 


neglect the houſe of God, turn your backs upon 
| the ordinances which he has inſtituted, and 
which were once the delight” of your ſoils ;. you 
refuſe the nas TO let the fruit of the 
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” . exchanged your liberty for {lavery, — 9 
e trouble; your joys for ſorrows) Your Chriſtiaa 
| friends for unchriſtian enemies, your fellowthip 
Vith God, for communion with devils! Conſider 
little, you are running from God who has 
God, WY 2 his, blood cries af! ter you; you Are 
tze price of that blood, the labor of his heart, 
the travel of his ſoul. Do you wiſhiCdlwary's 
| awful ſoene te be renewed again Isfit a plea- 
ure to you to hear che. Sen of God ery out it 
£2 ole, let thin cum pat rum me lui Can you 
Pear him ſay, in his dreadful agony, ny Gν 
» God, why bat thou forſaken mt, unpitied {are you 


Kappy ae e ufo, and putting bim 


4 4 
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| e een Pane Has he been your enemy, 
Ad one nothing for you, defetved chis at pol 
dsf , better with you no, than wwben pe. 
WW were 0/6 your d 
dean children, "ts me," faith your Gd] He 
Hates putting away; he will receive you; ſee a 
Ul RArriking evidence of it in the reſtoration of the 

author of this book. G tebel againſt the Lord, 
defect how many are in hell who never provoked 
hum as thou haſt done ! O daring ſinner, O un- 
— _ grateful wretch, how kindly, has he dealt with 
_. - thee ! May thy hard heart diſſolve, and thy 
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| bY 9 8 2 . 89 Ss \ p 
| ms . 4 $ © / 5 „ 4 
nm - captive ſpirit be freed, 
* % ; 1 * . of uy 


Perhaps you are full of fears that you never 
nl © belonged to God; that you have the marks of 
me reprobate, and therefore he will not receive 

peu. In your ſtate fear is unavoidable; guils - 
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tention and prayer the Experience before:y6uw | 


and you will ſee from what depths God hag 
raiſed a fallen ſoul. What you dread, as the 
mark of a teprobate, may be the witneſs wich 
God has yet left in your ſoul for him. Fears 


are not, where the conſcience is ſeared as with 


* 


a hot iron. Lock then to him hein ydu have 
| ierced, till your heart is ſmitten; is look 92 
; broke the heart of backſliding Peter; his prayer, 
Father, , bee fir" e 
they do, procured life for the dead, and merited 
| pardon, for his murderers: But God will make 
you know, it is an evil and a bitter thing to in 


I with the character, whoſe Experience is nor 
publiſhed, had been leſs ſpotted ; that the ſtream 
of his life had glided on more clearly and purely, 
with fewer breaks, and leſs interruption ; but 
as it remarkably diſplays the ſovereign Grace f 
God, it has been thought the publication of it 
might be uſeful, particularly to backſliders, and 
it is hoped the Lord will ſmile upon it for that 
purpoſe. | | ee 


ee Ml 


As the author was known to me nineteen 
years ago, and fat under my miniſtry, and pro- 
feſſes to have received his firſt religious impreſ- 
ſions from my labors, as he calls me his ſpiritual 
father, and the warm affection he ever bore to 
me, together with the painful knowledge I had 
of his fall in my ſucceſſive viſits from London 
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3 met ee in the Veh of the 
, for prayer; and to tell each other what God had 
Ane ber their ſouls Having heard my felation of the 
 fuperabounding gracè of God to my ſoul, you thought - 
k might be uſeful, if publiſhed; particularly te poor 
backſliders- To this I confented ; but ſurely I have. 
deen ſeverely laſhed for it ſince; and have wiſhed hat | 


* 


not promiſed you. The workings of my mind have 


been ſuchy that 1 have thought 1 would not do ir 


Tow; — The enemy fuggeſted, you never had an 7 
thoughts: of making your experience publie, and 
you are not able to deſcribe it in an . 
tier ; there is alſo no doubt but a great deal of it yu 
have forgot.—In a word, you are a fool, and ye 
greater wiſdom would be to be ſilent, and let it A 
de buried. On the contrary, 1 have thought thus: 
Well, and has the Lord been fo gratious, and has HE 
FEE n erk 


1 % 7 
* 


F e 
„ B4 B'#< 
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3 5 p 3 ; * 5 6 Set dhe. ts TE 
obs 1 5 4 2 » 4 


Gael Leeds AG 
the ordinary way, and brought me forth with an high 
' hand and out- ſtretched arm, and will you not, for the 
1 honor of his bleſſed name, and; probably, far be 
recovery of ſome poor backſlider, declare what he has 
© * done for your ſoul? If you do not, the very ſtones / 
maß er out againſt your ingratitude. - Theſe thought? 
=— _outweighing the former, I will, by the aſſiſtance of 
_ God, proceed to ee e ee 
=_  - ie ll ec? th my memory. | 

| d anon 


, te ek 
m life, which it may not be amiſs de. mention. FRY 
F - 4h died when I was very young,, and leſt / 
mother with five children, of which I was the youngeſt 
Ny mother was a moral woman and brought us up: 
in all the externals of religion, as going to church, 
prayer, and catechiſing : not dict we ever dare to ſay a 
1 bad word in her preſence... Too mamp, however ! 
hs have ſpoken when at my play: I would ſwear ſome - 
dtms, and my conſcience, would-ſo. acouſe; me for it, 
dat I have been afraid of going from ons room to 
Woher after dark, for fear of ſeeing the devil. One 


- 


- 


-— 


war. before the death of my facher, being) alerp in 
== a rom adjoining to theirs; Lawoke in 4. great fright; 
I thought, the devil was come, and that l felt hirn at 


nw Nx father and mother heard me they got 2 light, 
ad came in and defired to know the reaſon. of ny 

dcdoðccry: I told them ſoniething was in bed with · me. Al - 
de could do, or ſay, to perſuade me to the contrary,, = 


=_ 
| w back, I ſereamed and cried «our malt birtery 1! 
| 


tr) 


erated noting 1 could hot flee there n long, 
An the day ume, my fears being gone, 1 gie orie, 
| and fwore'ſo bad thar-none of thy play-Rllows'cb | 
| come up to me. At night trembling and terrar wo 
ſeiꝛe me again; 1 would cover myſelf all over "with 
the bed' clothes, and fwear, and try to fay my prayers 
again and again; but dared not to uncover myſelf, or 
to open my eyes, for fear 1 ſhould fee the devil. 3 
aue I e Ai be Wd A od 
angry with me. Sometimes J have ſeen my mother „ 
drove very hard in her worldly circumſtances, that the CO 
bas not known which way to make up her payrients, 
and, juſt at the pinch, God has turned up fomerhing 
for her, and ſbe has been delivered. I hape Rood 
aſtoniſhed ar the goodneſs of God, and Teafoned thus- 9 
with: myſelf: Ab! m mother is 2 good woman, and 
God Almighty loves her, and will not Het any body 
hurt her ; but ſhe does not know how wicked I am, 
for I wonder there does not come a curſe inſtead of a 
Blefling," and that on my accourit But neither the 
goodnels of God, or fears of hell, did reſtrain me 
from my purſuits of fin, in which 1 grew” worle and 
Worſe, although fears and conwickions always accom- 
| an when 1 had no other Since 1 
been called by grace, Mr. Bunyan's Experiences 5 
e id tn hands: T was firuck with many- | 
remarks in that book very like my own,” . 
mis one, his wiſhing that he had been à devil him 
that he might have been the tormentor of others.” 
leave to mention one more, which, I 
IR 
| i eee 
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5 fellows. agreed to take a country walk; moſt of us 
det pretty. much in liquor; we broke and ee 
0 the peoples things; J and gnother were the ringleaders ; 


„ „ 
0 3 * 
7. : 3 7＋ = Ws 12 


4771. 2 Sabbarh-Day l. and. FR young 


then we quarrelled, in which I diſtipguiſhed myſelf ſo 


5 ren far. blaſphemy, that I appeared to the 


country: people. as a monſter, ſcarcely a human being, 


They reptoved me ſharply fox, my horrid ſwearing, 


and threatened to put me. in. the ſtocks. This reproof 


5 From 1 theſe people, and the guilr that ſtung my con 

FPiegce, ſtopped my mouth; I had pathing t0 ſay in 

9 my oyn defence, 145 got home, and, I chink, I was 

„ aſhamed. to ſhem my face afterwards for two or three 
days. I appeared ta myſelf a nioſt deteſtable 
5 ben the thoughts. of reproofs from theſe people 

we with ſuch bitter e 40 81 SOT My 1 

: en odd e ig 


- 7 e 


1 r 


Fe again, and for a while kept myſelf within bounds, till 
my conſcience got a little quiet, and conyictions be- 
San to ear off, by getting into company again, 
Thus, Sir, did 1 grope about in che dark, and 
1 thus was I; like the wild 9% uſed in the wilderneſs, bt 
eld up, the wind ot ber pleaſure, in her occofian whq 
1 1 turp ber away ? All they that ſeek ber will not 


wear) thenſelvess in 100 month Fo ab Ls * 
* li, 2 . J TCR PEA 209% 


of 2 11445. 


i now » being rumored hore char there rag's M. 
i Kroon 


55 


FFC 
Sir, ſaw you ſtand preaching amidſt a multjtude af 
| people; ſome pelting you, and ſome mocking an 
| ſnecring. Amongſt the latter was I. I did not 
think. you was uſed worſe, than you. deſerved ;, for 1 


thought you. had no buſineſs there: Tou could: nog 


know ſa much as our parſon, he was brought up 
dt the Unixerſity, and as I had heard many grievous 
complaints: againſt the Methpdiſts, .]. thought. your | 
only - mgtive. was to pick peoples? pockets, and to. get 
their money; I, was therefore, determined ig uſę all Is 
my ſtrength againſt you, After you had finiſhed, yau 
xjous were the opinions of the rown's- folks; pe 
. Father, favored you, ſome were bitterly enraged 4 many 
called you one of the. falſe prophets; of chis opinion 
was I, Some would cite that Sqripture, Beware of - 
False prophets, which come jo you in ſheeps' clothing, 
Matt. vii. 15. Theſe, I thought, are che very men; 
I am well perſuaded. it cannot mean our church 
parſons.; I am determined they ſhall not deceive mw 
by che bleſſing of Coq I will keep to my church, als | 
though I was ſejdom there. Some time afterwards, 
being at church on a Sunday, I faw Mr, Gook® there? 
Mr. Edwards was then our miniſter, and.in his ſermon 
he took great care to warn us againſt following the 
Metbodiſts and that he was ſurpriſed ſuch. illiterate 
and unlearned people ſhould be permitted to run 


about the country preaching they knew not what, 


0s ven derm pen de jy g NN 
5 pleaſed me. I turned Wm 
whom 


? Mr, Cook i is a miniſter, a companion of Mr, Aldridge, and now 
preaches i in ene, 2 


n e eee, 
| me vpn this, that I could have” TE my place, 


0 es 10 fwoliſh. ' However, T'gaye him up, or rather hs 


n amnotight any of us any more in the charakter he 
Fed th ſüſtain. 1 would go to the Meeting now and 
then, from one motiye br another, but, 1 think, 
e to make gante, and ait to malte an uproar. 


fut convictions, which never afterwards left me. Ig 
bo {6 turned out one Sunday evening, that J ruſhed into 


of ur diſcourſe, and 4s giddy, and as meh preju-. 

5 Seen the truth u cr; 1 Femeniber you was, 
Fetting or ſpi tuality of ĩt: 
Fon Was FI collecting al dhe + 8 
deen ang bringing 5 tat ſtandard bo be mea- 


| red, 


21 
but that Which you had been deſtroying; and as to 
falvation by Chriſt, and the intent and end for which 
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| bon pa We 


Toki we eee 'of er 12% r 
chüdfen. P as very angry with him, and ſorry- he 


Save me up; for 1 9 nüt remember to have ſeen 


Now I am come to the Place where I receiyed my 


about che middle 


the" Chapel, when T judge you 


'of the ſons of 


„K ich you u proved, that e A ee 


hit eee Aw Lame! | 
ver knew there was zny other way to be ſaved, 


CANE into tþ the world, 1 Was as ignorant, I n may fy, 
Fl NEE 11 Sy PEER 
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ang eee, 
this 1 could read over as 4 hiſtory, and think no more 
of it.—Thus a man; in his natural tate, is not gnly- 
dark, bat \darkneſs_ itſelf, until. mar God, who K, 
let there be light, and there was light, enlighten h 
darkneſs, and move upon the chaos. of his ſouly, a 
cauſe the day ſtar from on high to viſit him. 1.do. not : 
recolle&t that 'I ſtaid io hear you finiſh your ftr moge 
dut went out, I believe, concluding, we muſt all e 
loſt, for ſentence of death was paſſed upon us 4 
hw ſrized me by che throat, and demanded what 
oecd it. eee 
_ viieaſy 1 was in my mind, I tried to; get the better of 
ig and I was by no means | pleaſed with E 
thought you was too ſevere in your doctrine, and thi 
iff what you ſaid was true, what was $0; become of al 
e ee ets ee e 
who: kept to their church and Medi bo and 14 


ee e,, 
attention to the word you ſpoke, and withal to fend it 
with ſome power to my heart; and if he had nos fol-- 
lowed. it with ſtroke after ſtroke, I. think, mh 
have raged worſe than ever. Going home about. this 
| times. there was à ftrong debate with my mother nch 
the lodgers about what you ot Mr. Cook had advance 
in your diſcourſes :: My mother vag on the favorab) 
adde, and ald, ſhe feared we were all in the dark. 1 

9 


95 ö der, Fas g A e error. 


WR \ * 


r put . id de ee 10 
Ke dark now, . 8 
i pleaſed,” 7 | 


714 ert 7s ils 1 1 770 
Net moriüng e 
very ſevere judgment: My mother I, and a lodger, 
fart down to breakfaſt ab uſual, when I was ſuddenly 7 
ſeized in my lower jaw, ſo that I could not move it. 
F T'complained to my mother, who looked earneſtly at 
me, I kept trying to move it, but all in vain. At 
i 1 hid 1 would not humor it any longer, for I 
j would tfy no more: the words were hardly Gut of nh 
mouth, when 1 fell "backwards ſtiff in my chair. 1 
jut retnember the perſon jumped up who fat by me, to 
hold me, and my mother s, 
my child? my child! 1 think they told me 1 was 
_ $6ne about half an hour, and a ſhocking: ſpectacle | 


was. I turned very black, and rattled very much in 


my throat. | News was ſoon carried about the neigh- 
bourhood that 1 was dead; many people were ſoom 

=o roundme—judgment and mercy were mingled together: 
I had trifled with facred' things the evening before. 
1 ſoon' came too, and, to the aſtonimment of che be- 
holders, was 'as though nothing had happened unto 
me; my jaw was well, and as uſual. God was angr7 
Wich me, and ſmote me for my profane levity, and F 
believed it However, they ſent for the doctor, who! | 
examined me all over, but could not account for Wut 
had happened. He bled me, and gave me a doſe of 
„ and I ſaw him no more. As ſoon as the room 
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deep Münte, 1 conſidered; what wanld hays MH 
die of me had I then died; that it. was a great 5 


mercy the Lord had raiſed me up. I heartily wiſhed 


I was religiqus; I thought 1 faw a beauty in religion; 85 
but, alas]! I was a poor ignorant creature, * wh 


Anas or hat e 3 15 


3 eee 
denly impreſſod on my mind with weight, that I muſt 

| attend at that Chapel, and among thoſe peqple that | 
had ſo much deſpiſed, and I, ſhould be further in- 

| formed of the way 1 was to walk in. The enemy 

then brought it to my e 


at, and made game of by my acquain 


ever, I could not ſtay. away, but go I muſt. FAY - 
ſoon as I found myſelf reconciled to attend the Chapel, 
I felt my ſpirits within me give an uncommon. leap. 
far joy, and 1 remember 1 ſaid to.myſelf 1 ſhall yet 
80 to, Heaven.—1I believe this to have been the be- 
getting or dawning of hope, the fortrunner of m 
_ graciqus Saviour, who was ſhortly to be formed in 
my heart the hope of glory. From this day I began 2} 
ö gradually to move from the land of Egypt: but my _. 
movement was in-my.own ſtrength, and in the dark... 8 
1 left. off ſwearing, lying, and drunkenneſs; I went 
to church twice a day, would ſay my prayers, and . 
read my Bible, I talked about religion, ſo my mo- 
ther and people began to praiſe me, till 1 chought . 
there was nobody better than myſelf, if any ſo god. 
I was puffed up with pride, ae: ONE'S 
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* 8 ee of Mr. Att voO0 b ele 1 —_ 
„ „ Wet eager he was with his Prayer-Book” in by 

we the miniſter ; his" eyes were ſeldom off his book: 
F aver 6 60 $60," and Was Saris d be” ab 
| IF as he, and that 1 ſhould-go to Heaven as well as 
| he, for he did not know how holy I Mes 
all this time I was ignorant of myſelf, and of Jeſus 
Chrift. / I faw no need of leaving my old companions; = 
=_ . I could keep chem com as well as eVetß o 48 1 
„ not ſwear or get drunk. In this ſtate l would be 
UVuad to hear others uſe bad language, and to ſee them 
In nqbor, as it nurfed my pride, and made mme think 
I vas ſo much better than they. In this ſtate 1 Walk- 
en for ſome time; till my mother's buſineſs called me 
out of town. to work for about a weck: 1 had ſome 
Tent to pay for yů mother for ſome ground ſhe” "had 
Fired near Deal: I" paid” it, and the landlord thade = 
me very drunk, and this gave 4 ſhake to the building - 
1ᷓ hach maiſecd on a ſandy foundation, I went to bed, 
und a dreadful hight 1 had of it: I Was terrified" with 
 Greaming of the day of judgment, which was moſt 
1 diſplayed before 1 my eyes, with dreadful” thun. 
Aer and lightening; among tlie innumerable throng of 
Undone wretches,' none more tertified than myſelf. 1 
18 hiding place from this tempeſt, no covert 
r this ſtorm; bur expoſed to. the juſt indignation 
"Offa fit-avenging God, who was now come to take 

upon his enemies. 1 awoke in a fright, 7 
Asitadons of my mind 1 cannot deſcribe. I can 
e vou. it left a very deep impreſſion upon my 
* ior long time rs” 9 pl : 
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1 hen, heard we 
Word very attentiyely. The preaching uſed. to be 
then at ſeven o'clock in the morning, and I would riſe 
and attend, though ſtill afraid any body ſhould ſee ine. 
Slot he to God Who begins and carries on the work, 
and will never leave it till finiſhed. My. thoughts 
were now alwaysemployed to know how I ſhould eſcape - 
| the damnation. of hell, and by a conſtant atrendance 
upon the means, the Lord was pleaſed, by. lirtle and 
little, to open the eyes of my underſtanding, to new 
me the corruptions of my nature, and the wickedneſs 
col my heart. 1 began now to diſcover fins that 1 
never. chought were ſins, which [ lived in, IN _ 
captivated by. — About this time I heard Mr. Cook, in 
Ws of his diſcourſes, very alarming about the day of 
judgment: : My eyes being a little opened, and my 
conſcience being very tender, I think it made me 
ſfpyeat, if my hair did not ſtand. erect, yet 1 found I 


| could not repent; 1 felt my heart very hard; I won-. 15 


5 dered ĩt did not break under ſuch truths ; this was the 
firſt time I ever knew 1 had a' hard heart. After the 


x ſermon Mr. Cook gave a word of exhortation in the 


Veſtry, as Was uſual on a Sunday evening in/thoſe days 
to the ſociety. 1 had a ſtrong inclination to ſtop to | 
hear him, I had a hard ſtruggle to ſtay; the enemy 


' tried to get, me out, and had got my hat to go; but 


two or three of the people watched me, and came 


and intreated me to ſtay, 1 found afterwards the peo- 


Fs ple had taken notice of me, and were ſatisfied that > 4 
N Was under ſtrong convictions. I went ereeping up 10 25 
the Yelleygar,. and 15 ome means Wye 805 me in 3 


7 
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Again; 0 1 ſtood trembling till he was done. Having 
een te one and another, at aft he ſpoke very ten- 
der to me. He aſked me a few queſtions: 1 on, 
 uhſwered, that Thad a very hard heart. He aſked how 

| tame to know that? I replied, ready to fink under 

3 "= 1 load ; I did not know but ſo it was: He ſeemed 

= moch pleaſed with my ſimplicity, encoutaged me, and 
'Y to ſee me again. I was-much ſtruck with the 
3 an of che peoples” taking leave of each other that 
1 — night; fuch' ſhaking of hands, ſuch unity of bei, 
1 friendſhip, ſuch warm affection, and fincere 
* „ Wye they ſeemed to have to each other, that 1 never 
= m the like before ; and. it ſo Won n y heart, that 1. 

i Wied 1 could lee wn} de with I thought 

1 weh theſe people dwell alone ;- they are bab of 

”  _ ahother world. O how I longed to caſt in iy lot 


| 5 . 
Y among them! From this time I grew familiar with = 
8 _ the people. 1 now began to take notice of the thoughts 
| of my heart, and found as great 'condetrination for my 
|  finful thoughts | as I did before for my wicked actions. 
| Alas! I thought, if theſe people knew what u finner l 
3 am, they would not ſuffer me to come amongſt them: 
1 am nothing but fin. I became mort and more 
= - miſerable ; 1 b the corrupt fountain from whence 
3 All way wicked Actions flowed. The law appeared bi- 
1 ritual, and T'carnal ; ſin revived, and 1 died daily. I 
| 
| 


\ could no longer ſwallow down the praiſe of man for 
my ſuppoſed goodness; 1 loſt all conceit of myſelf. 
Nadia fade we more angry than for any body to 
. 1 e ka "ae" * 


= 
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dn; L em othing but fin; «My language" was; M 


ze merciful to me a fimer. One night, being very 
earneſt with the Lord to remove my ſtoney heart) and 
to give me a heart of feſh, God was pleaſed to awer 
my prayer. So great was my compunctien under 
ſenſe of ray ſin and miſery, eee 
of my heat, that T could not contain myſelf; bet 
| was che ed he mer Made 20 i Wen , Shi | 
that che people in the houſe were alarmed. My ne. 
ther, who before ſcemed fo glad to fee what an alters. 


tion there was in me for the better, now wept, au 


penny now her child was going mad, and I bez 


_ Meeting. I cold her to let me atone, chat 1 had beew - 
Praying to God, and what for, and that he had anſveres - 


to loſe my ſenſes, when, indeed, I was juſt; coming t 


cried moſt bitterly, ſaying, 1 was now going out of = 


Heve the was heartily forty chat I ever went to the 8 


my prayer. Poor woman, the was afraid T was going, 135 


them. The Goſpel now began to ſhine; er ber: 
Chriſt in the Goſpel ; I began to ſee a little for what - 


end Chrift came into the world, and the abſolute 
need of him as a Saviour. 
your diſcourſes, ſetting man forth in his natural ſtate, 


Oh! Sir, when 1 now hear! 


and ſhewing how impoſſible it was for him to be juſti. | 
fied by the deeds of the law, I could bear wines 


wo the cruth of it from experience; I now knew that | 
to be true which T had heard you advance before; and By. 
from which 1 date my firſt convictions. I' was* now 
all attention when you was holding up the Lord Jeſus, 


and pointing convinced finners to him: I now ſaw a -* | 


beauty 


F 
cn e derb be „ 
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nd | My foul vs now e an brovhing, after him- . 
Obe, Sabbath, morning either you or Mr. Cook was 

5 preaching, and in your diſcourſe vou took an occaſion . 

. 40. ſpeak. of the joys the bleſſed Spirit brought i into 


5 the: hearts of believers, vi witneſſing ſalvation through 


de blood of the Lamb in the pardon of. their ſins, 
and cauſing; them to rejoice, with joy unſpeakable, and 


ef glory Among other things in your applica- 175 


tion you ſaid, you knew there were ſome preſent who 
were witneſſes, of theſe | truths, —Alas | thought I, 
benen e known by me; 1 know nothing, of them, 
neither did I think, any body experienced ſuch bleſſings 
eee en only. I thought, however, I would talk 
to, ſome of the people about. it, Next day, Soing to 
my work, which lies much out of doors at this time 


pk the year (winter) our ground being at Charlton, 
where I worked by myſelf,. I met. Mr. Attwood, and 


nee abdut the things of God. 1 
Was very inquiſitive to know whether he had experi- 
ned dhe forgivenchs of his ſins. z,to which he anſwered, | 
Fe and by what Promiſe he was ſet at liberty? 1 


was aſtoniſhed to hear him talk as he did I firmly 
believed what he ſaid. — My diſtreſs of mind was 


Painted upon my countenance, which I believe he 
= faw.... He. told me he had been reading ſome. of Mr. 
©, Whitefield's Works, and that Mr. W. was of opinion 

* in: en 8 ating n £00; for the Lord 
r Werte Was 
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This doublet avg hands with m 
and fd, "God grünt that I may be one, to Which he 
Joined his Atmen. I went to my worle in great miſtreſs 
of mind; I knew not the ground I went over, or 
took aby notice of any perſon Eiet. I prayed with? 
Sb cealing, and 1 do believe, as a” good Mili dne, 
faid, that It would hade betn as Hard à matter to have 
Söt my tütid off che things of eternity at chat eli” 
as 1 have found it many times fince" to get it out C 
che world: In this manner T confined wreſtling win 
God; for, I think, three: or four hours, till fuddeny II! 
bond all fy are. and doubts and diſtreſſes, tak nm 
way: 1 had net one terarning i prayer and grouning — =. 
were now turned into praife and rejbicing: Tes, 
Jeaped, and fang for joy of Beaft. 1 ſeemed to be in 
a new Wörld. I longed to get home to tell of my oy 
yet 1 do not remember thit'T had any particular" pro. 
miſe made to me at that time. My heart,” how ng 
Vas full; 1 thought'the Lord would ſpeak tk ee 
Heaven; I erled out; perhaps, a hundred times, Speak, - 
Lord, % Joy ſervant htareth;\ When I came home 
told the people of my deliverance; and hom happy my 
ſoul was; they rejoiced with me, and ſoon aſter this 1 
joined them. This union with the people contributed 
to our mutual inſtruction and comfort. When I 
heard them ſpeal of their wicked hearts I was glad, 
| becauſe I. thought nobody's heart was ſo wicked as 
_” "We untlerfiood' one another very well ; their 


- © experiquos 
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0 my Bible, which lay open, the firſt words that inet 
dcn ches were at the latter part of the 14th verſe 
| of the: Ah chapter of St. Luke: Young: man, I 
e dla, uri. Theſe words came, with ſuch power 
_ aul, with the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſu- 
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tem. 1 continued in this ſtate for ſome time, living 
”  6n this my happy frame till it was all conſumed, and 


returned in my fears again, What I. had felt 1 was 


| geinptid to thick was all 4 deluſion, we 6 had no pro- 
miſe applied, and therefore I was nat ſex at liberty. 
Ny comfort. did not, come from, Jeſus. Chriſt, if it had, 
1:ſhould have had a greater knowledge. of him than I 


bad; thus was 1 tofled tog and fro; 1 was very jealous 


of mel, How would. 1 wiſh. myſelf to be fuch a 

wa, en ſoch a. perfon, in whom Icheught I could 
1 Weiden ly dee che image of Chriſt, One day, in this 
i diſtreſs, theſe words, came to me with ſome power, 
I nat our brart be troubled, ye believe in Cod, believe 
ie in I found much comfort from. theſe words, 


but could not tell whar to. make of chem, and going 


1 mer, that 1 was as. much aſſured chat Chriſt ſpake 


bodily eyes, and 1 had heard him pronounce the words 


wih / ears. Les, and ſo it appeared to me, as if 
that eweumſtance was intended for me, and me only. 


lere l knew the voice of my Shepherd, and 1 was 


2 | known of him, and | found him moſt precious to my 


ul. My delight was now in reading his Word, in 
+ | has as Bow nn "Thin 
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3 V cheſe words to my foul, and I as much he» 
diered it as though 1 had ſeen him. ſtand before my 


— 


4 0 


God DA eee Aaron's bells, Sacks 
grace of a precious Chriſt more charming than the 


ſmell of his pomegranate, —Many a royal feaſt have 1 2 


had in theſe means. About this time I gave my ex- 
. perience in to you,—I remember how careful-you was 


of me, and how tenderly you dealt with me; and 
may my God reward you abundantly for your labor 


of love unto me, my dear father in Chriſt, and of what 


_ uſe you was made unto me in the furtherance of my 5 "0 
foul in the Divine life, both in public and in private, 1 
| ſhall be better known in a future day; and although 


I have been an undutiful ſon, yet, I truſt, I ſhall be 


3 


the crown of your rejoicing, with many others, when 4 


time ſhall be no more. I here feel myſelf affected 


whilſt I am writing. May God make it uſeful to 


ſome for his precious flame's ſake! It is ſaid of the - 
widow's ſon, when Chriſt raiſed hin up, that he 
began to ſpeak, and ſo did I. Nothing now but the 
things of God could I favor, and the delight of mx 
ſoul was always to be talking of him, and telling others 
what he had done for my ſoul. I would now get m 
poor mother to join in prayer with me. I did 
at firſt make uſe of a Prayer-Book ; but as the Lord 


| was- pleaſed to diſcover to me my wants, I caſt that 


off, and l ſeldom was at a loſs for matter, and Gd 
helped me to cry mightily unto him, and at times 

Vvould pour out ſuch a ſpirit of prayer and ſuppliea- 

tion upon me, that I have been half an hour tagether. 


wreſtling with him, and have been furniſhed with ſunk 


powerful arguments, and with ſuch words as I never 
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all glory to God I attacked the Phariſee in my -poor 


old mother, and ſametimes hate | raiſed the ſtrong 


man armed in her, that J have obſerved her face” to 


kindle into a flame of indignation againſt me. Some- 
times ſhe would weep moſt bitterly, and cry, Lord 


have mercy. upon me, what ſhall I do? Veu are 


n deen menen Lan ed * 
ies 0 Moody er l che Buch, fv which fic d 


been a vety ſtrong advocate, and has been ever fince 


waiting at the. Pool- ſide for the moving of che wa- 
ters. I pray God to ſhew her his ſalvation- I was 
na tequeſted, and prevailed upon, to pray in publics = 
Thi vn u great trial to me; but God was pleaſed = 
ds aſſiſt me, and I believe it was madgę 
many. Our little, hill of Zion, Sir, | about tlis time,; 5 
dic not only ſmoak, but it was farely, all in a ume. 
I date fagy/ if you regollect, you will ſobn reinember, 
chat in gur prayer meetings, when one has been en- 


'ableſfing ta 


gaged in prayer, as ſoon as ever he has done, the: fire 


AY bas kindled in another, and ſo. to another, tilt five or 


kin of us. haue engaged before we have aroſe ſrom 


our-knees.—Ab l bleſſed days; I pray God to breath 


| 3 ſpirit upon us again; my ſoul earneſily 


longs fox the firſt ripe fruits. My foul alh this time 


as. a og rs; Aa thought ' ee e 
- Journ ee ee e ee 
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Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. I have ſometimes been ſo overa 1 5 
bone wk ks ede bre ben 1 have) n 


| blefſiig and praiſing the name of tlie Lord: 1 had 
bread to bat the world knew nothing of, 1 have en- 
joyedt the fame when J have gone with you to Folk- 
ſtone ona Sabbath Day, where we have bickdefividaty 


and been glorious in the eyes of our God together, 
and where you had the honor of being impriſoned 
| twice for preaching: the everlaſting Goſpel, I think F 
have heard you ſay, if a young convert did but know | 
| before hand what he had to encounter with before he 


I thought I was near home before I came into the field 
of hattie. I have many times ſince thought of y 
words, and Lam well perſuaded we ſhould give it up 
 thbuſand'times'was'it not for our Cod, who is faiths 
ful to his protmiſe, and is determined to bring all the 
of his blood fafe i 
10 oppoſition; „ 
5 e e eee, da 
perhaps/may make you ſmile : Being very warm and 
lively in the ways of God, I would talk to one, and 
tell another of out fall in our firſt: Adam, and of our! 
recovery” in our ſecond; of the joys" of believers; of 
the pardon of ſin upon earth, and I did e cat my 
peatls beſore ſwine, tliat it has coſt me many a groan" 
inves: The miner of our paris bud» chr fv 
Spd 4 D 1 Dz. | j mon 
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got to glory, his heart would die within him. Als“ 


qc 20 * 0 
Fr wife was Oe 
_  - dead, and left him with aclarge family of young chil- 
_ . dren in* great diſtreſs. In his diſcourſe: he took occa- 
ion to make uſe of many moving words concerning 
| - the'hardſhips of this poor man, and of the excellency 
of charity, which moved the paſſions of many very 
much, and drew tears from their eyes; but here was 
no way of ſalvation pointed out, but by the way of 
alms· giving. When church was done it was noiſed 
abroad, and the town rang with the praiſe of this fine 
ſermon; I on the other hand was pulling it all to 
pieces. I told them, the pathetic oratory of the preacher | 
moyed them to ſympathy: with their ſuffering fellow 
| ereature, which, however good in its place, was very 
different from weeping for their ſins; for offending | 
their God; for- breaking his laws; for crucifying the 
Lord of life and glory. In ſhort, I was very warm 
v pon it, and I told chem, if I built my hopes for fal- 
| a vation upon what he advanced, I ſhould asſurely be 
damned as I was then alive.—I was finely called. over 
4 for this, and very ſoon it was carried to the parſon 
himſelf. News were brought to me that he would 


put me in the Spiritual Court, and I verily expected a 
ſummons every day. Now, Sir, you may be ſure the 
Rr 
: chis act of mine. Now, ſays he, you have done for 
' - © yourſelf;+ what buſineſs had you to be ſo zealous, and 
\ - = Chatter as you did; you will certainly be hanged. — 
Well, I-thought, I knew what 1 ſaid was true, and 
mould it come to that, I will abide by it till I. die: 


However, my mind was much harraſſed about it for 
ö , , ' 
- 
P 
1 


% be 
| ot yoga -paſied through. all; fied 
a e ee, 


ceived ſentence of death, had out to execution, preached | 


2 ſermon: with the rope about my neck, and all this 
ban e arg, cs 1) 1% 


3 eam, it * 5 
Rane I ſaw the Heavens open 

ed, and the devil caſt from Heaven to the earth, and 
as he ſell, and came nearer and nearer, I found he 

would alight upon the very ſpot where I ſtood: J 
endeavored to get away, but found I could not move 
a foot. Fear and trembling. upon this ſeized" me, and x 
as he came very near unto me, I obſerved he looked 
with vengeance at me, determined, as 1 thought, to 
take me as the firſt of his prey. Juſt as he was going 
to graſp me, ſuddenly, in the twinkling of an eye, the 

Son of God appeared, and I knew Rim; he immedi- 
ately! ſtretched out his arm, and caught hold of me, 


and ſet: me at this right-hand.” This made # weighty 5 


e e e e on 
e WA Torts; 
25 enen deſire to partake of the bleſſe 
Sacrament ; I had no where to go, but to the eſta. 
 bliſhment. I recollected there had not been ſo good 
an underſtanding between my brother and me in ſor- 
mer days as there ſhould have been, ſo I did notknow 
but he might have ſomething againſt me, though 1 
had nathing againſt him. Being ſent for, he came: I 
ſaid, if he had aught againſt me, I hoped he would 
forgive me, that I had nothing againſt him. I told _ 


him 
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Amo. I. Four of the work RY FORAY" my 
heart, and of the mercy of God in Chriſt unto me, 


_ until we all fell a weeping, and our bowels ſeemed to 


warn one towards another. This | had a great effe& | 


upon lim long time aſterwards. Hie as diligent in 


the means, has gone to Folkſtone with us, and ſeemed I ; 
under deep convictions. for Giri ; but, alas l conviftion 
is- not converſion. One day Ruſſell's ſeven Sermons 


fell into my bands, one of which treats of the Sin 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. - Satan took advantage of 
mus and filled my mind with dreadful blafphernous 


wboughts, all againſt, the Snered Trinity) I cried tis 


God, hut they came thicker; and faſter; but no deli- 


 yeranct 5 reading, hearing, praying, brought no releaſe, 


though- T went upon my knees ſeveral times 


day i 7 


} gin mores wa den gond Fan ek. Mn. Calo 
| was in Dover at this time; I went, and talked: to him 
About it, expreſſed my fears. of having corhmũtted th 
vp donnble fin, and aſked- if there were any hope 


alizewards 2: He nd, no. 1 dit he Side , 


who had committed that ſin; was given up of God, 
and had no deſires after him: I knew this was not 


my eaſe, for I both defired and earneſtly cried after 


his falyation.. Mr. C..told me, he was five-L neyer 


© had-committed it, and endeayored to comfort me all 


be could, but I. could not, and would not, be ſatis - 


| fied, dl. 1 wi affured 1 had'-pardon and coinfore. 


from God himſelf: I. therefore went on in the bitter- 
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ee e — 
Grace, and, if 1 did not get deliverance then, 1 would 7 


give all over for loſt. Accordingly up into the gar= 


ret I crawled, full of fears and diſtreſs of ſoul :.1 ſtood: - 


for ſome time penſive and ſad. - Whilſt I was thus. 


| ſtanding under my burden, theſe words came with 


power to my mind: Aud there wore four leperous un 
af the entering in of the gate, and they ſaid ane to an- 
ther, why fit ws bere until wo die] I began ta con- 
| fider this is my caſe. Again, F 400 enter inn the. 


city, the famine is there, and we ſhall die there. — 
So; faid I, if 1 go back into the world, 1 periſh - 
there. Again, I/ we fit here, we dis alſo, 2 Kings, 


_ vii, 3. The means muſt be uſed; they were deter 
mined, therefore, - +0 make a jet (by falling inap.aby. 
| hands of the 'Syrians'; they could but die, and ſo was 
1 determined to fall into the hands of God, and ven- 
ture my all upon him; I knew I could but periſh. . 
The caſe of theſt men fitting. mine ſo much, and 1 

believed it as coming from God, and in ſuch a time 


of extremity too, that the battle was half won, and the 
devil began to ſneak off. J now fell upoh my knees, - 
and before ] ealled the Lord heard, and while I vs 
ſpeating, be aofwered, ahd he. broke in upon 1 


. 


foul with ſuck power, and wich theſe words: O 


thou afflited, and taſſed with tempeſts, and nas comforted; | _ - 
bebold, I will lay thy ftones with fair colours, and lay 


thy foundations with ſapphives, Iſai. live 'v1 5 that my 


poor heart flow all to pieces to ſuch a degree, that Þ 
am not able to expreſs. I hoted unto bimwhom I bt 
| Pierced; and mourned as one mourneth fon bis only' , _ 


1 , 
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E-. word did fo rend my heart, that 1 knew not how to 


1 2 contain myſelf, Ah! how tender and how dear was 


the name of Chriſt to me It was as ointment poured 


8 


X .wrangle me out of, in all m ae thre, Gough. 
1 eee E 
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45 1 . no gracious. 8 of ths he 


"nd me ſometime afterwards at a Meeting; dear 


= Mr, White, was then our; Miniſter; He broke out 
3 in almoſt a flame, and faid, I feel the words come like 
* | 5 = fire to my ſoul: I truſt we had a happy eat r 
| . ! ſouls were much comforted.” | 
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= them z 1 could not be reconciled .to. the defend; 


R N : 


I F 4 that is TOW 
3% . bis. firft-born, Zech. xii. 10. 1 looked: at "every 
woyrd in this promiſe over and over again, and every 


1 - forth; and this teſtimony of the love of God to my 
pon, in this deliverance, the devil never could fully 


| Nornichſtanding, all the. precious hep phy the | 
bleſſed Spirit brought, and applied to my ſoul in 


needy ſeaſons, and the rich conſolations that have been 

. E me from time to time, yet I was never ſet- 
led in my religious principles; nor could 1 believe 

. eee the favor of God any. longer than 1 
bo RT (bran. mobs 
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emoyed from. chem, yet I was afraid to cloſe in with. 


=>-4 


Wu is tank ton) denen 248 
Een Being the 
unſettled in my mind, 1 would very often ge to Heu 8 705 
Mr. W's pteachers, i At laſt I ' believed us ey dig 
and I was affaid I might be a zhild of God one de 
and a ciſt-awap the next. I ſhall son hate Gee, 2 
to inform you how I was delivered from this inſttbüm x 
and confuſion of mind, and how the Lol "Himſelf. 
taught me the doctrines of grace; and ehe belief bf 
his everlaſting love to my foul. 1 Would to God; 
that all who profeſs theſe doctrines had the grace of 
them in their hearts; that they were preached to their 
fouls by the Spirit of God. Some are clear” etiough 
in their views of theſe doctrines but there ſcems t 
vant a connexion between the head and the hedre ;"they wot 
are not ſanctified doctrines to them.. 1 hife'wotts = 
dered to hear ſome talle of them with much perſpi: 
cuity and fluency, who could follow the marin unt 
e as if they were to live here for 9 


In a word; they appear to be ſtrangers''ta'the 


| 1 
124 
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6 1 ieft 1 Dover ber eee ad. 
went od-refide ene whites 3 ee f 
_ ed with many profeſſors of religion, particutarly "with - | 
one young man whom you well KNOW. Oer Warte 
pere knit together like Jonathan and David's: Ws. 
tool ſweet counſel together. After we had done dur 
_ day's work; we would wander for retirement from the... 
word into the 1 A and pour vor bende 
in . 
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5 Carry all before him, . At laſt my. ſword was wreſted: 


od 


1 nenn 1 8 fie 29 18 
: * eli n ; 
when: he has threatened to come in like a Hod an 


out af my hand, ati I fulldeniy fell: 1 Was m. e 
man all amazed, and ſoon ſelt the wund which I | 
received, and a long night of darknefs-ovetfpreadinuf! = 
ſoul: Guilt now hung hrayy upon; my F nνο,jœau 
and when J.atteaipted to draw. near td Get the 
words would come to my mind, N regard nini 
ir my heat, the Lord will nt hear my prπMꝗIõN LAH 
18 z ſo guilt drove me from a Fhrone df Graceds 
miſerable ſtate the devil ꝓreſented che Bait, and d was - 
captivated by again. Alas I Bampfon like, r 
ſtrength was departed ſrom me, and; I believen t 
| Powers of darkneſs. tejoiced as much over my - 
ä tivity, as his enemies did when chry had bound him 
1 made my caſe kupwn to the Preacher Who then 
| reſided with us. He being a young many and, pern 
bas, did not fee ſo much of the evil of that ſin ast 
myſelf did, he did not males ſo much of it m— 19 
 gined he would. He told me there wa hope in Ide 
concerning this ching, but did not like 0 ae 


vpon it. It was very ſbon ſuggeſted: ta 1 


7 Laptivnbed by. chi ſame In himſelg I Menge 


 talked/to tnany young profeſſors about che ame tiges =_ 
and found moſt of them enſlaved. by it. Io begin 


to neglect private prayer: I was aſhamed to go, and 
when I did 1 vs all confuſion and guilt. At lat 1 


_ quite ran away, and rarely attended the N 7 
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Ew kinder e bleſſing fron) coming 0 
EJ % TIES 
A Les me hers wir profeſibrs to hewäre of the ſtrata : 
| _ ens of the devil; for he has many. ſuits of cloaths 
pp him, and often alters his dreſs as he does his lan- 


1 gage and may God grant that every one may be 


m > 


| | kept upon his watch tower, and be very careful how = 
1 "ane: let the enemy get one foot within their 6 
pe he get the advantage of them as he did af me, and 
chen gat all their bones broken. My harp was now | 12 
1 ung upon: the willows; 1 did now and then hear 2 
enen, but there) was nothing but 8 


mn; in ſhort, I oould not bear the Word. My con- 
ſtienge charged me with-hypoerify, and much tor- 
ob 1 thought with myſelf, you are an abo- 
minabie hypbecrite you go“ and hear the Werd 
| - Picachetl the people ſee you leſs diligent than uſual; 

5 ven think yau a good man, they know nothing to the 
1 e you know yourſelf that your life de- | 
|  gords not with your profeſſion: Fou are a deceiyer, and 
* theſe people are deceived in you; ind how the honeſt 
_ e e e to act is, to give up all means intirely, 
5 uind rerum to the world, and then you will appear in 
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e I had been marred ſometime, and my Bh came 


| 1 3 babes or them mz and now the a0 
R646 * N 0 | . * py | / , g ace 
: 8 ' | . 1 , 


„ 1 
et being. al peglefed, 1 lived, as the world"dtdj 
and was ruled by it. My | enlightened 7 conference © 
Solid ſharply ſting me; and make me know it g W 
evil and a bitter thing to forſake God. 1 ſhall paſs 
over many diſtreſſed years, 451 have already wrote 
more than I thought 4 eee e 5 
perhaps, I may ſeem tedious. 
TEES WOT OT OS FL A 5 
3 had. been tumbling from kink ſin to another im a 
. moſt awful manner, ſetting God and region at defi- 
þ HY ms rn with a gang of ſmugglers, and | 
ved a moſt: wicked, wretched [life wick chem: 1 
by think! chere is none to equal it upon carth, "My work 


nom was in the dark; and/all my buſineſz tranſucted in 


the night. O had you heard the horrid blaſpheinies, 
and ſeen the dreadful wickedneſs of theſe people; you 
might have thought them incarnate devils I Vet % 
would have found me amongſt the number, and in no 


vwiſe behind ahy of chem in any thing elſe but ſwear- : 


ing In this buſineſs 1 could do nothing wirheout 
plenty of hnquor, which was not wanting, and then, 
with others, I could awfully open my mouth againſt 
the Moſt High I chink 1 followed this trade two or 


chree years, and there is no doubt but I ſhould have 


continued in it till my death, If the Lord; in rich 


mercy, had not put a ſtop to it by croſſing me in 


my ſchemes. Let who would do well at it, I was ſure 
to loſe; and in all the means I could deviſe. or invent, 
I met wich diſappointments. I loſt my goods, was 


ſummoned before a fitting of juſtices, I was finedy | 


e 


— 


* * „„ <hen ag” 
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1 1 8 2 dl Wien ieee 
3 n leaven was loſt, — 
1 unte @ . te, and fire or fix children to b. 
1 port, a. conſcience loaded with guilt, ſo that life ene 
= . 1loath it; I would not dive alway, Job a. . 
Ws ROK eee, 
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. ler me have. rifle, of- nm 0 don nr 
1 2 as. po plane quit to; 


x a or. 1, ow — withs "i 
=. E weng pound. to, God to be delivered-from 


1 = led captiy eee Jem 40, eee 
= 0 nt, and 2 horſe 
| th 3 Lee dvd one. putioh- Lake 
inc public - heuſ to get ſome refreſhment, and ſos - 
ing a news- pape lie on the table I — 
— Tee ee 


1 
— of his ſalvation, and 
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d ihere another fallen Profeiior.: 1 far 
ende him; we were in a part of the room by our- 
5 Alpes. -1 aſbed him, if he had any hopes of ever being 

weſtored ? He ſaid; yes; ſor he had ſome paſſages of 

eee eee neee 
immediately burſt into tears; and told im I could 
| believe for him 4: but 1 iN and 1 


* 
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"24h bs troubled che man, 
1 me. Whether this man will ever % 
\*be- brought: back again is not ſor me to determine; 
but he. remains to this day an/awful blaſphemer, with 
Fe reprobate upon Kim. . One thing 
1 remerked, wherein this. man and I differed very 
| muck 4-48 a pable-· houſe be maſt times choſe to talk. 
ef religions; and\chat in a trifling, laughing way; all” 
| tis my ſoul {abhorred. He being endowed with 4 | 
= . Sent ſhare ſhare of human wiſdom, and having 1 
witty ſayings, would often make a laughing ſtock of 
i de Word of God! I, on the contrary, abi, 16-5 


SS - 


Wy 5 = © wor to-weve all religious diſcqurſe, . ith eee, 
| truth evil ſpoken | of; I would then feel for it as an 


 -\ injury done to myſelf, and defend it all chat lay in my = 


{powers alchongh, I;held it in unrighteouſneſs.— You | 
_ would: have been truly grie ved, I believe, had you 
been me at this time. In the bitterneſs of my ſoul, 
- curſing the day of my nativity; wiſhing myſelf the moſt - 
 - aboraicable, reptile upon earth, an ching, ſo 1 had | 


. [ ©} 


Wals and 1 to meet any body, for * they woll 
ſee horror drawn upon my countenance: 1 wou 
therefore; when I met any body, put on as lively, 
looks as I could over a burdened and diſtreſſed ſoul. 
I did cry out, as Cain, « My puniſhment is greater 
than I can bear.” All this time I was overcome by the 


fi of drunkenneſs In this ſtate, when 1 awoke in 7 
the morning, my fins would all ſtand in battle array | 


againſt me. I would be forced to riſe, and this 


be my language to myſelf : Up, you hell-hound; 


and away to your burden; by that 1 meant the 
* of a guilty conſcience, 8 


| Thoſe who have experienced. this as I fan 4 | 
know it a burden too heavy to bear. No perſon was 


| ever ſicker of fin than myſelf; yet I could not get free, 
My iniquities were bound faſt to nie; I was ſhut upy 
and could not come forth, although, as I ſaid before, 


J hated my fins and myſelf on account of them. 1 


ſpeak the truth in Chriſt, and lye not, my conſcience 
bearing me witneſs, that had all the world been in my 
poſſeſſion, and had it been poſſible for that to have 
freed me from fin, 1 ſhould not have hefirated one 


| | tnoment, but ſhould have joyfully parted with it for 
that freedom. What then, Sir, becomes of free · will ỹ 


What power is there in man to obey the will of God? 
1 am bold to tell all ſuch, they never knew any oy 
of God, or of themſelves, FA 


Hb this time the Rev. Mr. H. came fo Hover ; 
_ his ſermons were of much uſe to me, I went home 


F - | roaring.” 
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f 7 3 \ 1 
roaring from under one diſcourſe to my knees e ä 
God, where 1 could do little more than weep, out 
my meaning. I at laſt cried. earneſtly for. 74" lin 

bur God's time was not yet come: I therefore ſunk. 
deeper, and grew worſe than ever. 1 abandoned my- 
5 ſelf almoſt to deſperation. I ſaid, there is no more 
hope; there will be no more offers of mercy; now 
all is gone, and I have all the marks of a reprobate 
upon me. All the threatenings in God's Book ſeemed 
to level their heavy artillery againſt me; ſuch as theſe, 
Behold, my ſervants ſhall. eat, but. ye ſhall be hungry ; 
. bebold, my fervants ſhall drint, but ye ſhall be thirſty 57 
behold, my ſervants ſhall rejoice, but ye ſhall be aſhamed ; 
behold, my ſervants ſhall fing for joy of beart, but ye ſhatt 
ery for ſorrow: of heart, and foal} howl for vexation of 
' ſpirit, Iſa. xv. 13. O cutting words to my ſoul! — 
Again, Curſed in your baſket, and in your fore, in your 
| goings out, and in your comngs in, Deut. xxviii. 17, 18. 
© > Yea, and I thought for evermore; that text in the 
_ 8 6th of Hebrews, that I mentioned before, would alſo 
1 appear before me. Theſe are a few out of the many 
| ..  - that did follow me; the weight and diftreſs that they | 
1 brought upon my foul 1 ſhall never be able ta ex- 
I leave thoſe to judge who 8 paſſed on 
this 128 wilderneſs. 


60 1 had given all up, and verily Bethe God had 
given me up alſo, I was determined, if poſſible, to 
"Haye my full ſwing of ſin. I fought againſt my con- 
victions all that ever I could, and have uſed the very 

words of the devil when * could not withſtand. the 
accuſations 


- 
e 


* 1 


145 Im 


me before my time? I ran more to liquor than ever 


. 


8 « why tormenteſt thou 


to ſtupify my conſcience ;' but, alas! I was only adding 
fuel to fire. The morning, after drinking in compam 7 


the night before, only increaſed my diſtreſs, I ob- 
ſerved my companiohs could talk, laugh and ſwear, as 


the evening before, without remorſe, I grudged chem 
their happineſs, and wiſhed 1 could be ſo too, but it 


was not fo with me; I was ſeverely chaſtiſed: In 
truth, 1 had a bell in my conſcience, and though 1 
was ſore that would be my portion br ever, 8 


Dear Sir, 1 have juſt been ih 4 Throne of Grace, 1 


and my dear Lord has poured but his Spirit upon 
me; glory be to his dear Name! I find theſe few 
meets which I ſend you, lie much upon my heart : 


I fend them to you watered with many tears and pray- | 


21s. O may my Gracious God bleſs his own work 


upon my foul to the fouls into whoſe hands they 


1 may fat? I find myſelf overpowered with a weeping | 
ſpirit, and thus my heart cries, Amen, Amen. But 
to proceed: My caſe was fuch, that I dared not to 
look up to Heaven; if at any time 1 thought of it, 


then 1 heard the words, Becaife 7 called, and ye rifuſed, 


I bave fretthed out my band, and no man regarded; but - 


ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, and would none - 


of my reproof : Talſo will laugh at your calamity ; 1 will 
mock when your fear cometh, Prov. L 24% 25, 26. Xe 


dd wvfllly" fifted' my an avid 6 


”= almoſt * quarrelling with God becauſe ! 
„ could 


TC & } ; 
could not deſtroy my convictions. | I would fe. out 
in a morning as ſoon as I aroſe, and run to an ale- 
houſe, and” be gone all day, and that on purpoſe to 
harden my conſcience. Oh, daring | ſinner | Oh, mer- 
_ Ciful God] Qh, ſuffering Saviour! he would not loſe 
me, or I might now have been i in the hotteſt place 
in everlaſting burnings. My diſtreſs was now gien ſg 
high, that I wiſhed for death; then theſe words would 
ſtand before me, Aud in thoſe days ſhall men Jeqk death, 
and ſhall not find it; and ball Vefire to die, ang death 
ſhall flee from them, Rev, ix. 6,—Then-again m 255 
would overflow with tears, and I would roar for 
very diſquietneſs of my heart : I would reflect jv | 
upon the caſe of Eſau ; there was go place of repent- 
ance for him, and none for me, I thought of Pharaoh 
too; farely C God has raiſed me up for this purpoſe to 
make me one of the moſt ſtriking examples of his 
wrath t that ever was driven qut of the world, 1 have 


= viewed myſelf upon a death-bed, with many people 


around me, warning them to beware of coming into 
2 this place of torment, and thus I thought God would 
þe glorified in my damnation. I have "often won- 
7 dered that the agitations of my mind at this time did 
not driye me diſtracted. The terrors of God, like 
the vorm that neyer dies, did ſo prey upon my ſpirits, 
that my memory was much e and, indeed, M my g 

human frame. | | | 


This is that worm which will gnaw loſt finners to 
all epernity; this is that fire which in them ſhall never 
be Peer n to put an end to my life, 


png 


(7) 9 5 
pete renewed with violence upon me. I verily 
thought I ſhould, yea, that I muſt do it; that be 
damned in hell did not feel what I did; and 1 remem- 
ber, oh! ſhocking to think of, one day, being a terror 
to myſelf, I prayed God to ſend me * * 
ſeemed 1 8 to my doom, | | | 
4 
| I kept theſe "REES and . Na my 
poor wife as much as I could, only at ſome particular 
times the anguiſh of my ſoul burſt out, and I would 
ſay, I was ſure to periſh. Poor creature ! my diſtreſs 
has coſt her, I believe, hundreds of tears. She has 
told me ſince, that ſhe has watched me many times, 
and was always afraid when 1 ſtaid up ſtairs longer 
than uſual, and ſte has erept up after me. 


I have almoſt gat through this long, very long; 
| gloomy, dark night, and the Lord of his infinite 
mercy grant, that this may be a warning to all pro- 
feſſors to watch and pray, leſt they fall into temptation, 
and the ſnares of the devil. Could I have met wich 
fuch an account as this, it would have helped me very 
much ; but [ met with none, none who fell ſo dread- 

i fully as I did, and continued in it ſo many years, and was 
afterward brought back to God. I have gone to Chapel 
in hopes that I ſhould hear ſomething dropped from 
th&-pulpit for backſliders; but I very ſeldom heard 
any thing ſaid upon that ſubject, and when I did, it was 
very ſlightly. I hope, Sir, you will not forget to 
drop a word for them; there may be ſome poor ſoul 
yacching | * it. „„ 
Another 


her thing greatly tried me, and that wie, chat 
of the Lord's people ever came near me to 
warn me of my danger, or to endeavor to reſtore me, 
I was afraid this came from the Lord of Hoſts, and 
' that he had laid a reſtraint upon them, and being like 
Ephraim, joined to idols, they yere to let me alone, 
One thing more I may mention here, as my reſtoration 
from a ſtate ſo awful, and from a fall ſo deep, muſt 
; diſplay the exhaultleſs' mercy, unwearied patience, 
eternal love, and tranſcendent grace of God i in Chriſt, 
to my ſoul. 


* 
- * 
* * 
* 


wt Te came Was one 3 evening pretty e in 
nquor; my wife ſpoke ſome words which offended 
me; I immediately began ſwearing and blaſting moſt 
bitterly at her. She was aſtoniſhed ; ſhe had not been 
uſed to this kind of language from me, for 1 hatl 
been much reſtrained from that throughout my fall. 
This terrified her, and ſhe told me of it. 1 anſwered, 

it did not matter what I did, for I knew my doom, 
Y was ſure to be damned; and being enraged, I beg- 
ged her to quit the room, and to get out of my way, 
or I feared I ſhould do her a miſchief. In this man- 
ner I raved for a long time, that ſhe ſays ſhe expected 
Ins going out of my ſenſes, At laſt I was prevailed 
upon to go to bed; my ſleep was not very long, and 
when I awoke 1 was ſeized with all the horrors of de- 
fpair. My conſcience charged me with my blaſphemy 
the night before; it was like running a dagger through | 
my very ſoul. My diſtreſs was ſuch, that, had it been 

known, it muſt have moved a heart of ſtone to pity ; 


uy 


„ ms. 
c load of guilt was intolerable, and I was all bu 
I uſed to watch the good hand of God to me in my 
former experience till my fall, fo I now obſerved the 
ſteps in my fall from one fin to another, till I arrived 
at the place where you now fee me, and every new ſin 
was ſure to bring its puniſhment with it. This text run 
through my mind, and inflicted, its death wound; The 
wicked ſhall wax worfe and worſe, 2 Tim. iti. 13,. As 
I was very gloomy, and as miſerable as a wretch could _ 
be and live, I thought Lwauld leave all my family, and 
vander about like a vagabond till I dropped into the 
earth. I did not care whether I ſpoke to any body z 
1 walked about the houſe, up ftairs and down ; like 
the troubled ſea I had no reſt. I ſearched the Word 
of God, to ſee if I could find any crimes deſcribed 
there ſo black as mine, and yet. the perſons ſaved. It 
appeared to me there were none. I overhauled my old 
books about the houſe, and happened to meet with 


one, intitled, * A Call to Backſliders. I gave it 4 read- . | 


ing. The author carried things to a great length, and 
ſpoke: very alarmingly. There were many things 
which- touched me, and ſtuck very cloſe to me, yer I 
could not gather any hope from it for myſelf, In this 
reſtleſs, hopeleſs fate I continued for ſome time. — 
Going to bed one night uncommonly diſtreſſed, I 17 
and groaned very much; my heart was big with trou- 
ble, and furely that night the ſpirit of God was making 
interceſſion within me, with; groanings which cannot 
e b alittle, but was awaks early in, the 


morning, 


1 


king: ind my thoughts ſbon came thick add 
me; it proved to be New-Year's Day. I thought 
of the day, and thus I reaſoned with myſelf: F orty 
years have I lived in this world a finner againſt God ; 
no fruit has been found upon this ttee but what is very 
corrupt. Whilſt I was thinking upon this, and much 
more, I thought I heard the words; “Go forth, cut it 


down, why cumbereth it the ground?“ I at the ſame 


time felt a great ſtruggling within me, agonizing with 
God in mental ptayer. The Father ſcemed, with his 


arm ftretched out, ready to plunge the ſword of juſtice 


into my naked, trembling ſoul. Juſt then I thought 


_ Jeſus appeared and ſtopped the Father's hand, and 


then came theſe words : Spare' him another 'year 


99 alſo, arid I will dig about him and dung him.” This 
view, and the words which accompanied it, wrought 
powerfully in my ſoul. My poor heart was broke all 


to pieces, under a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt to me. 
Bleſſed be God, this long and dreadful night was now 


Clearing away z the clouds began to break at a great 
rate, and day-light once more appeared. Many texts 


of Scripture run through my mind as I go along, 
which, if I were to cite, would ſwell this work too 
much. I lay ſome confiderable time in this frame, 
plentifully watering my couch with my tears, ſtrongly 
believing I was ſtill beloved of God after all my re- 


bdbellion againſt him. My wife was all this time in 4 
ſound ſleep by my fide. At length I got up, I believe 


about four o'clock, to go to my work. When I came 
to my ſhop, in the deepeſt humility, 1 fell down upon 


; "__ to bleſs and adore che Name of the Lord, 


e 


1 


fir aufng his undutiful child once more to hope id 
him. I very earneſtly intreated the Lord that my ſing 


might die with the old year; and that I might be e- 
fectually renewed in the ſpirit of my mind The 
Lord was pleaſed to hear; and was grucious to anſwers 
I had a moſt bleffed opportunity, and great -nearneſs 
unto him. I think this day was moſtly ſpent in prayer: 
and praiſe; arid thankſgiving to the Lord. I found 
from this time God gave me power over my ſins; and 
this was a greater confirmation to me, that the Lord 
had again taken my cauſe in hand, than if an ange! 


had deſcended from Heaven to bring me the news: 
I. was ſufficiently convinced that nothing but the 
power of God could effect this. I had been trying, 


more or leſs, myſelf for many years to ftop this bloody 


iſſue, yet grew ſtil} worſe. Like a wild bull in a net. 
the more I kicked and plunged, the more I was en- | 


tangled and enraged ; but now the Lord was come, 


and ſpoke the tempeſt into a calm; he ſtopped the iſſue 
of blood immediately; he foon diſentangled me from 
dhe net in which I had been caught. Ah! and bleſſed 
de his dear Names he has ſtrengthened me by his 


tive I then vas. 


I am now; Sir, come to the place where the Lord⸗ 
in an 1 ae manner, Was Fee 0 


** . 


1 
* 
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* 


Spirit's might in my inner man, and enabled ine ever 
 fince to lead thoſe captive ee ee | 


——— ꝑ 2 —•— * — — — 


3 M3: | 
Bela one day 3 in private prayer, ny whole 
4 n un (enlarged; and I had ſuch acreſs to Gdd, that 
mi cup ran over. I ericd out, why mme; Lord; why 
me:? Hows ir that thou canſt be ſc liberal, ſo boun- 
ful, fo merciful; to ſich a rebel to ſuch an ill and 
hell- deſerving a wretch as I am! My Gracious | God 
filled"wny heart with his love, and 1 Knew myſelf to 
be abundantly pardonecl. After prayer, Lat down full 
- of heavenly mindedneis and divine meditation; in the 
| Courſe of the day it ſeemed as if the Lordi talked with 
ine thus 1 POOr finner; doſt thou want to know how . 
it is chat I can be ſo merciful unto thee as I am? It 
is not för thy fake, beit known unto thee'y but come 
up hither; and 1 Will ſhew thee.“ Surehy I was, nn 
Were caught up in ſpirit, The firſt thing 1 ſaw, was 
God's love to me from all eternity Arsch | 
Fountain Head from whenet'all my bleffings flowed, 
Again, 1 was ſhewed the-covenanr'engagernent of the 
Sacred Trinity for the redemptich vf the church. 1 
here ſaw tlie gift of my dear Redetmer to me, and 1 
to him, and it ſremed_ as if the Father pointed me to 
- Chriſt, ſaying, “ There, ſinner, is the way in which 
I can have mercy on thee ; through him all thy blef. 
{ings comme: i! Ti 10 Lloved e af ond | 
a dei 3 | WON: ee 


| The Lord Jeſus i now' ſtood. forth; pes des 
15 e e nne Where 1 
\ beheld him in all the bleſſed characters which he ſuſ- 
_ tains for his people. His eyes were ſet-upon me, his 
= | Fouls yearned over me, arid ſuch compaſſion floated 
* PL in 


—— —— 


0 


is his eyes, chat I was overwhelmed; I have often 
thought of that Jogk which the Lord gave Peter after - 
he had ſhamefully denied him, which ſeems. much ile 
that he gave me, and I do not wonder to hear that 
he went ont and wept bitterly; it was impoffible he 
could do otherwiſe. As ſoon as the. abundance-of | 
Joyful tears I ſhed permitted, I viewed him again-as 
at the firſt; and whilſt he caſt his eyes upon me, the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes ran through - 
my very ſaul; and ſo big were they, and ſo powerr - 
fully applied unto my ſoul, that I could ſcarcely ſtand 
up under ſuch a weight of glory. Did my ſins ap- 
pear unto me at this time:? Tes, they did; but dun 
they preſent themſelyes as heſore, to ſentence me ted 
deſtruction, or to fill me with terror? 1 anſwer, nos 
Hut they filled me with ſuch ſhame and ſelf- ahhor- 
rence ſor my baſe ingratitude, that I knew, not where © 
to look or hide myſelf. I now ſaw it was as much 
| impoſſible for my ins to condemn. me, as it was. for | | | 


* 


my righteouſneſs to ſave me. How lovely was my 
Lord in my eyes as I viewed him from the cradle to 
the croſs! ¶¶ ſaw him fulfilling the law f God in m | 
room, and this I ſaw ;reckoned to. my account, a8 * 
much as if I had done it in my own perſon. This | 
robe was put upon me, and it fitted me exactly. I 
could fee: him upon the croſs with all my fans upon 
him, giving full ſatisfaction to the juſtice of God for 
my tranſgreſſions. Here mercy and truth met e _ 
en and peace N each . 148 
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„en Menik led or ſee the bleſeg: union chews is 
; between Chriſt and belieyers. I ſaw the Father look - 
cd upon me with the ſame eyes of complacency as he 
did upon Chriſt himſelf, Oh! thoſe bleſſed words, 
Heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chrift, Again, Fleſb 
e bis feſh, and bone of his bons. How is a believer 
loſt in wonder, love and praiſe, when ſuch words are 
brought, and by the Spirit applied to his ſoul | The 
uu and juſtice of God had now nothing to lay to my 
Charge; no, I could ſay to the one, I have perfectly 
obeyed you; to the other, I haye given you full ſa- 
© tisfaCtion, and all this in the perſon of my ſurety; 
Christ and I are one, and this union can never be dif- 
ſolvecl. Thus, Sir, I have given you the beſt accqunt 
tat 1 can of this gracious manifeſtation of the Lord 
to my ſoul ; but it is out of my power to deſcribe. 
it unto you, and to let you know my. feelings as they 
_ really were. I believe you know more of ſuch ſea- 
ee ene mene 


= ave: never before nientionsd this — my ex- 
= perience fo fully as I now do to you, to any profeſſor ;, 
Þ Tuch things I have hinted more than once. I never 
converſed with any that could give an account of 
ſuch dealings of the Lord with them. I told you a 
little way back, that I was taken out of the boggy 
| ground of free-will, and pur upon ſolid ground and 
now you ſee me brought out of the mire and clay, and - 
. 8 upon a ſolid rock, and the Lord does order my 
© goingy, Moſt Joyfully did I walk in the light of the 
e countenance of wy ſmiling God for ſome 
_ | length 
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14) | 
length of time. x e 
a moſt wretched ſpectacle of miſery caſt out to the 


loathing of my perſon, in my fins, and in my blood, 
quite naked, full of deadly wounds: yea, they ſtank, 


they were corrupt, but now you ſee me changed, -- 


waſhed, healed, clothed, uo more a franger or foreigner, 
ut a fellow citizen with the ſaints, and of the houſehold 
God, Eph. ii. 19. You ſee me dreſt in the beſt 
robe, wich ſhoes; on my feet, and a ring upon my 
finger, happy in God, and a welcome gueſt at the 
marriage feaſt. When you come to this part of my 
experience, I hope, my God will make your heart my 
Father, to dance for joy; but as I am come to ita 
little before you, I will enen 7 
of the ſongs of Zion, g 


Exwbths Labb:of Gul.” ms Tr Oo 
- » The great atoning Lambz | 2 
Redemption in his blood | 

Throughout the world proclaim ; 
The year of jubilee is come, { ar 
Return, ye ranſom'd ſinners, home. 


4 * 
© 
— 
* 
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Previous to this time, Satan had perſuaded me o 
join no particular people, or to ſpeak of my experi- 
ence to any body. You know, ſays he, how on 
have repented of this before. Well, I agreed to it; 
but as ſoon as the Lord ſet my ſoul at liberty, I longed "6 


to meet with the people of God: I therefore ſet off | 


one evening, and got to the Veſtry door. Now, ſays 
PEI if you go in, you will ſee blackneſs gather 
1 8 upon 


0 


1 upon every brow j/ you. will have ſo many frowning 
had beer not go in. I thought it 


would be do, indeed; I therefore turned back, and 


ent home much caſt dun. The Saturday night 
after I. tried again, and was beſet juſt the ſame way, 
made a ſtop und reaſoned with myſelf about it, and I 
thought if all this ſhould be true, it was no more thay 
what I deſerved, ſo I went. As ſoon as L. opened the 
-. door I found my heart much broken, and 4 had 
enough! to do to weep, and-bleſs, and praiſe-the holy 
Name of God for bringing me once more among his 
people. I placed myſelf in one part of the Veſtry, 
da nd heard hut limle of the prayers, my ſoul was fo 
much affected. Meeting being done, I ſoon got away. 
Aſter this I continued going, and after awhile joined 
in prayer with them. They readily gave me the 
| right-hand of APs oy 1700 1 eee ern 2 
liar, 


BY: 1 
1 mentioned — . a had lere ede of 
this work of God upon me, and I recollett toi have 
ſpoken a little to a good man. I was juſt come down 
from che. Mount, and whether my face ſhone, or the 
good man was dazzled with what he heard, I know 
not; but, with ſurpriſe, he ſaid, he ſhould be willing 


to follow me in all my ſoul travels, could he but en- 
ay what he was perſuaded I did then poſſeſs. I 
was ſtruck with What ke fard, and -wiſhed-I had not 
aid ſo much to him as I did. I was afraid he would 
= run into ſin, in order. to be made 
bar. | 


ay 


n Cutſed be che coneluſion that any one may 
draw from my experience in this way. Faithfull) 
warn all from me fo beware of any thing of this 
Kind. I would not for ten thouſand, thouſand worlds 


go over the ſane ground again; Which 1 have trod 


the wormwood and the gall. I know many back- 
flidden profeſſors in the world, ſome who. have run 
away as long as myſelf, who are not brought back, 
nor are there any ſigns of it. O wretched ſtate, a- 
fully to be dreaded ! Surely no one, who is drawn. by 


the cords of Divine Love, can murmur, becauſe he 


is not dragged through hedges and ditches, woods 
and deſerts, eo hear the yelling of wild beaſts, witk 
the roaring of lions. May ſuch bleſs God for the 
more ewe coal then are edlted.to. walkin. | iis : 
> Dill air: wenn Wr be 
called to walk by faith as well as by ſenſe, and here 
I can but remark the goodneſt of God. Sharp trials | 
were prepared for. me, and ſufficient ſtrength was - 
given to fight with a Chriftian fortitude to the pre- 
ſent day. About this time there aroſe a great ſcar- 
eity of our -oziers,, and at ſuch an extravagant price 
vere they, that I could in no wiſe purchaſe any; but 
if 1, could, it was not poſſible to make my money 
of them again. 1 wes on this account much agitated 


nin my mind: I did not care about myſelf, but my 


family lay very near my heart; a wife and five chil- 


wou Id 


| * appeared more than W a few weeks | 


dren, -whoſe eyes were up to me for their daily food, 


(#35 


1 ſtop up the ſpring from whenee their 3 
cume. Being one evening at work by candle- light, the 


devil began with me thus: © You, have been carrying 


2 | things to « fine length; you have been very eager and 


warm, and telling your experience again, wich thing 
you promiſed not to do: I have ſeen you ſo before, 
| and you know 1 caught you; and now 1 ſhall ſhortly 

Have you again. 1 felt this fiery dart go to my heart; 
it raiſed a ſtrong cry in my ſoul to the Lord, that he 
would take me out of the world ene rather 
ö 1 | 


1 was Gin aalen with theſe weeks: ia, har: 
thou not, for Jam with thee : Be not diſmayed, for Tam 


thy God : Twill ftrengthen thee ; yea, I till belp thee ; 


yea, I will upbold thee with the right-band of my righ- 
zeouſneſs, Ila. xli. 10. This was a full anſwer to the 
tempter; and in this promiſe God gave me to ſee and 


55 believe that he would never ſuffer me to fall as I had 


done. The edge of this ſword was ſo very ſharp, that 
| the devil could not ſtand againſt it; but 1 1 
2 81 fight, and I was n „ 


55 Aiente ic 8 dene uxcontlage 
with my family, but all failed me. I kept cloſe to 
God, and I praiſe his Holy Name that I was pre- 

| ſerved from murmuring, though promiſes and provi- 
dences ſeemed to look different ways, I believed; in 

the end, he would work all things for my good. I 

5 felt the rod indeed, and it made me ſmart. One day 
in prirate prayer, 1. anne caſe of my family 


1 


and circumſtances i m ſight more than common at my 
hueart. I intreated the Lord, if it were his Holy Will, 
that he would direct ſome means for my eſcape. — 
Whilſt I was thus pleading with God, theſe words 
came with a Divine Power through my heart: if ye 
feek' me, let theſe go, John xviii. 8. Theſe words : 
cauſed me to make a full ſtop ; I thought they came 
by way of reproof: I had been very anxious about 
theſe things. Theſe words were ſpoken to the myr- : 
derers of the Son of God, and I thought, had I been 
indulged with the things I wanted, they might have 
murdered the life of God in my ſoul; fo I think I. 
never was ſo ſolicitous for any thing of this kind af- 
terwards, but was willing to be diſpoſed of as God 
ſhould ſee Be | EE es 


als as Bo 1 muſt leave my 71 
mily, and go and ſeek my bread I knew not where, 
and what they were to do at home I knew not. This 
touched my parental feelings very much, yet I was 
wonderfully. ſupported under it all. At length I 
fixed upon going up to London to ſeek for work. 
The day was appointed for me to ſet. out. I had | 
agreed with the captain, carried my things on board, 
and expected to go to ſea that night. There being 
but little wind the captain deferred ſailing till the next 
tide. I came home, and the next morning my mind 


was very uneaſy, and Satan was very buſy. It came 


to my mind that I ſhould get into ſome ſhop amongſt 
a parcel of drunken, ſwearing men; that I ſhould not 
be faithful in reproving them, and that, by little and _ 


8 
little, they would draw me into fin: I was very fen- 


| fible of my oun weakneſs. I began to cry to the 


ſtrong for. ſtrength, and the Lord anſwered me by 
theſe words: Aud I will ſend my angel before thee to keep 
| thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I 
buave prepared, Exod. xxiii. 20. Bui againſt am of the 
ebilgren of Iſrael ſhall not a dog move his tongue, Exod 


Xi. 7. Bleſſed be God, my fears were all removed 


I was enabled to truſt him, and my mouth was filled 
with his praiſe. ' I took leave of my family a ſecond 
time, but was ſtopped again by contrary winds ; the 
ſame happened the next day, and in the afternoon of 
the following Day, I received a letter unexpectedly 
from Feverſham, from a man who begged me to come 
up there, and to work for him, offering me alſo ſome 
5 privileges. I looked at this turn of Providence with 
tome amazement; I thought the thing came from 
Hod he will ſend his angel before me, and bring me 
dd the place which he has prepared for me. Feyer- 
ſham, not London, is the place; I therefore gave up 
the latter, and was reſolved to go to the former, I 
went and brought my things from on board the veſſel, 
bay the ſame ride ſhe 1 away. 1 8 


If you | put all theſe 18 together with 
what follow, you will evidently fee the good hand of 
God through the whole. My reſolution to go to 
London, the fears which inyaded and troubled my 
mind, on account of the dangers I was likely to be 

expoſed to in London the earneſt prayers they urged 
we N offer to God—the gracious anſwer he gave 


ING 


* 


1 
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me — the application of the precious mat abovez 
mentioned—the comfort my ſoul poſſeſſed—the de- 
tenſion of the veſſel by contrary winds, till a letter 
of invitation arrived from Feverſham—and her ſailing 

away immediately upon my receiving it — together 
with the further accompliſhment of the promiſes. in 
what follows, will leave no doubt of a Divine Direc- 


"4 tion, or of the merciful regard the Lord ſhewed to 
his unworthy creature } In a day or two I ſet off for 


Feverſham, and on my journey found myſelf com- 
| forted; and was well ſatisfied that I was in the way 
the Lord himſelf had appointed for me; When I 


came to Feverſham I found there was a profeſſor of 
the Goſpel, who worked for the fame maſter, a parti- 
eular Baptiſt; this cheered my heart. This man, 


with his ſon; worked in a ſhop ſeparated from. the 
other men. The firſt morning I had ſome diſcourſe 
with him. We talked upon the ſubject of religion ; 
but being ſtrangers to each other, we were not very 
open at firſt. A little more converfation, however, 
proved ſatisfactory to both, and we gave each other 


the right-hand of fellowſhip. I worked among the 
bother men about a fortnight, in which time I do not 


know that I heard one oath ſworn ; and. know not 


how it was, but the men were ſo remarkably civil to 
me, that they would do any thing for me. They "2 


ſeemed to ſtand in awe of me; but you remember, 
that God had promiſed that he would ſend, his angel 
before me. Oh! what an indulgent God and Father 


bave we! | - 
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Mr Hoh he 1 wa, me aſked 
me if 1 choſe to work in the other ſhop ; he thought 
L and the other man would agree very well together. 


I. anſwered, I ſhould much with it. Now we were all 


night. I now began to come pretty cloſe to my ſhop- 


mate about the experimental part of religion. He 


was very ready in the Scriptures, and his tongue was 
well hung ; but he ſeemed ſhallow in the more im- 


portant parts. He acknowledged all 1 ſaid to be true, 
about a work of grace in the heart, and ſeemed affect- 


ed whilſt I talked with him. He had received a re- 


ligious education, and often doubted whether he had 
any ching more. This appeared fo honeſt in him, 


tat 1 found my heart much united to him. He was 


no bigot, and expreſſed much joy that I was come 


to Feverſham. We wanted the means of grace, and 


I reflected upon myſelf for having formerly turned my 


back upon them. I could fay with David, My heart 


and my fleſh crieth out for God, yea, for the living God: 
Ob! when ſhall I come and appear before God! The 
' miſerable blindneſs and darkneſs of the inhabitants of 
this place affected me very much. I ſtood and wept 
over the place, and heartily beſought the Lord to have 


mercy upon the ſouls of thoſe people, and that he 


would, by ſome means, bring the Goſpel amongſt- 
them. Tnever before had the like feelings for any 


| particular place, and this feeling concern for their ſal- 
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_ vation, more or left, tj with me all the time I was 


© there, MY YR — 
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My companion being a houſekeeper, we uſed to 
ſpend. the Sabbath profitably together. I told him, 1 
believed God would ſend the Goſpel by ſome means 
to that place in a little time. My reaſon was, the 
Lord had laid it much upon my heart at a Throns 
of Grace, that I had often remarked in my own expe= 
rience, that when the Lord intended to, beſtow a par- 
_ ticular bleſſing upon me as an individual, he gene- 
rally laid that very thing upon my heart in a way of 
prayer, and I knew that he would e nn 
Wen e reg at 


We had news a that the Goſpel was 3 
at Melton, ſeven miles from us. We attended oh a 


Sabbath- Day, and the laſt Sunday we were there we 


received information that a gentleman, who lives very © 
near Feverſham, a friend to the Goſpel, had thoughts 
of opening his houſe for the Goſpel to be preached: in 
it. Upon our return home, we agreed to go and 
ſpeak to this gentleman the ſame evening, Satan ſoon 
ſuggeſted; you are a very improper perſon: to go, you 
know not how to ſpeak, you will expoſe yourſelf and 
the cauſe too. I knew my weakneſs, and had no 
ſmall. conflict within; but 1 knew alſo I was going 
upon the ſervice of a good maſter ; that my only mo- 
tive was the Glory of God, and the good / of ſouls, 
Whilſt I was thus reaſoning, theſe words came quick 


acroſs my mind, Thy brother Aaron can fpeak well, 


Exod, iv. 14. Thus Satan was vanquiſhed. Previ- 
ous to our going we went to prayer, and eanneſtly 
begged that the Lord would proſper our endeavors. 
| 8 % | 7 - We 
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e ed ede Ne Mr. 8. wy 
were ordered into his parlour: Having made ſome 


puſineſs, and informed him, that we loved the Goſ- 
pel, and hoped we poſſeſſed the grace of it; that our 


reſidence was in Feverſham; that we were juſt comme 
from Melton, where we had been to hear the Word 


preached, there being no Preacher nearer ; that we 
had been informed he had thoughts of opening his 


. of calling upon him, to intreat and encourage him to 
put as ORs wie this PS. | Into execution, 


| BG Jeaked camtetly ai i ct as 60% we 


came to take up our abode in ſuch a place? to which 
my companion anſwered very wiſely. I told him, that 
it had been a great grief to my mind to ſee ſo mam 
hundreds of ſouls ſhut up in ſpiritual darkneſs, and in 


Divine things knew not their right-hand from their 


left! that 1 firmly believed the Lord had a people 


'to call in that place. He replied, it was a ſhocking, 


thing indeed, and added, We have no Miniſters. 1 


took the liberty to ſay, there ſhould be a beginning, 


and if the Lord have a people to call here, he will 


ſend Preachers. His advice to us was, to go home, 


and make ourſelves eaſy, for nothing would be ern 
8 


Aer wv Wb bel eden this matter; 
but thought, if he be a man of grace, he will conſider 
eee About two months after 


18 


apologies for the liberty we had taken, we opened our 


houſe for that purpoſe; we therefore took the liberty 


| ſham, which informed me that this gentleman had 


miſes for a houſe to preach the Goſpel in. Bleſſed 
be my Gracious God, the news rejoiced my heart. I 


that was approaching. 
but the hard weather coming on, I could do little more 
during the winter. I do not mean to ſpeak much of 
the dealings of the Lord with me in a way of Provi- 


( 33 ) 
hal eons decks; brevetvedio nie g Fevers 


purchaſed an eſtate in Feverſham of ſeven hundred 
s, and intended to appropriate part of the pre- 


have alſo been further informed, that there is à good 


| work going forward ; the Goſpel is there, Chriſt-is 


preached, God is glorified, ſinners are called, and my 


| ſoul rejoices. I truſt I may ſay, without the charge 


of preſumption, that the Lord ſent his angel before 
me, laid the fouls of that place upon my heart, and 
heard the defires his own Spirit had in n it. 


I cock an affeRtionate tad my kind 5 at 


Feverſham, and returned home, as I underſtood. it 
wn e * on? in the winter. 


1 ſtill end nell in a ſtate Wo Trials. 


awaited me; but whilſt my merciful Father tried me 


on one fide, he upheld and ſupported me on the other. 
In my abſence my wife had taken a nurſe child at four 


' ſhillings a week; alſo the care of the Chapel, which 


God had provided for us againſt the very ſevere winter 
I had about ſix weeks work; 


dence ; if I did, I ſhould give you ſuch a catalogue, 


ſome of which might hurt your feelings, of trying and © ' | 
Ve diſtreſſing nenn ſtraits and difficulties, 


croſs 
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Soria, e 
mer to prayer, as would amaze ſome, and ſtrengthen 
_ the confidence of others, to truſt more firmly in their 
faithful God. The Lord has ſhewed me theſe trou- 


JF dd were necdfpl for me ; be has ſo ſandtfied chem 00 


nme, that I have fallen upon my knees and wept, and 
Praiſed his dear Name, as much for my trials as for 
my conſolations; and never did Sampſon taſte more 
Hrectneſs in the honey which he took out of the car · 
caſe of che lion —— Re inpr ee 


| FUE ESE Phat Hs while, 


BY even to this day, a monument of his grace, You 


Have ſeen me in all characters; you have ſeen me dead, 


=. and you have ſeen me alive; you have ſeen me a rebel 


againſt my God, and you have ſeen me reconciled to 
him. Tou ſee my bark launched upon the ocean of 
grace ; you ſee my fails ſpread, and, I firmly believe, 
God will continue the gentle breezes of his Spirit to 
waſt my ſoul, ſooner or later, through the channel of 
my dear Redeemer's blood into the haven of ever- 
Aaſting reſt; where, Sir, I ſhall meet you, and, I 
| Hope; all that appertain to you, amongſt that innume- 
rable throng, who have come out of great tribulation, 
Invingrour robes whlhed; abd nme 
N 1 2 
Oh! SF « $696 dee nch Bs. [2fh 
Beyond theſe changing ſhades ; 9 8 
White are the robes we all ſhall wear, 


5 


my ſoul and Chrift cannot be diſſolved, let dar leſs/ 
dh er diſttfſes come, be enables me uu Pp, 


WY iy 77 ; 
ene u % ae ee 5 
my good: Oh!] to grace how gręat a debtor II have _ 
learned many a leſſon; I. have been taught, to truſt | 
him in tlie dark, whereas „ 1 


upon me, I would immediately fink, give all up, and | 
be moſt miſerable ; We wy ſecing the union between 


him as my covenant God and Father, to bring all my 


 trials'and'burdens to him; to make my wants know 


to him by prayer and ſupplication; and to plead his 


promiſes, _ guarantee 4-4 I ant ſure of viſtory, | * 


* Faith is à bold 9 when it is truly in exerciſe's, 


ye it is no more bold than welcome. There js for 


its encou ment a very long chain of the moſt pre⸗ 


cious promiſes all linked together, which J ſte more 


clearly than ever before. 1 ſhall only mention one:: 
But the God of all grace, who bath called us unto bit 


eternal glory by Chrift Jeſus, after that ys have Juffered 
awhile, make you per fel, fabliſh, frengthen, ſettle you, 


1 Pet. v. 10. I have cried qut, under a ſenſe of theſe 


8 precious words, © Welcome croſs proyidences—wel- - 


come affſictions welcome ſufferings — welcome trials 


in all ſhapes, and from all maſters.” Since this is to 


be the glorious end of them all; 1 ſhall not have one 


ſtroke more than what an All- wiſe God and Father ſees 
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Nn * AE my * Rom. vii as. 
thy are marks of love. A, many. as 1 love, I rebuke 
* 1 and chaſten, n Rev. Fi. 19. 1 They are diſtinguiſhing . 
1 * wens of. "ſpns- of God, Y ye be without, chaſtiſement, 
. ere, all are partakers, then are ye. baktards and not 
E In, Heb-xii. 8. They progduce ſober thought, are 

+ - proofs of Divine loye, and aſſurances, of — Ang 
„en Halt CONSIDER in thine beart, that as 4 man. 
dame bis ſon, ſo the Lord thy Cod chaſteneth thee, 

1 far be might bumble thee, and that be might prove _ 
* " 4% de thee * KA er, 0d, * ds 
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=. I find, at certain times, the biete Spirit» wakes. me 
4Y 5 607 the hand, and leads me into the field of Gods 
A Word, and enables me to dig and turn over the 

Ja in this field, under which 1 fee rich treaſure ; 
= | by the clogs 1 mean the metaphors, types and figures. | 
| Here 1 diſcoyer my Lord, and get 2 noble ſeaſt, | 
© and precious ſpiritual entertainment. But 1 muſt 
draw to a cloſe, and even Jump Es the e 1 
* other, way. to get at. | 


ane preſenzed myſelf. 8388 

. a homely drefs ; but better ſo than in a langyage 

I unqeerſtand not, and in fine. cloaths borrowed of my 
pheighbours. I truſt the Lord will ſmile upon this 
1 Dem rig; ſend i into the world, of his ſovereign grace, 
ich mercy, and never-failing love to me, the chief of 
= 3 and n I hope he vill make 5 
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